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A few years back, we introduced
the first Wavetek sweep,/slgndl gen-
cr r tn r  r l cc ianar l  cncn i f ine l l r r  {n r  ihc

CATV industry. That was the Model
lBOlA-a 1- to SOO-MHz instrument
with an optional range of 450 to
950 MHz, 75-ohm calibrated output,
burlt-in RF detector, and crystal-
controlled birdy-marker system. It
also has a slmo-sweep function to
teqt  onerat inrr  qrrqtemq wi th minimum

subscnber interf erence.
Since then, we've brought out a

few other CATV instruments Like
the Model  1850/1860-dn economi-
cal transmitter/receiver combination
for continuous monitorinq of CATV
system performance. It features car-
r i c r  l c r rc l  read innq drnn  ca l r l c  cnm-

pensatlon and tuned RF trigger

circuit. Frequency range is 5 to
350 MHz.

A l l  c r n r c c n e r "  n f { e r  t h c  r r n i c r r a

Wavetek "tilti' prlot carrier notch
fllter, and five IF markers for pro-
cessor alignment.

The 1053/ I063 Comparison
T c c i  Q a t  n r a r r i r l o c  i i l l  n n m n o n c r i i n n

on both the loss and gain ports and
is adjustable to correlate 

"out" 
con-

nector and cable differences. The
set, complete wrth sweep and large
screen scope, is less than $2,000

F-nr  sheer  c .nnnm\ /  vq  ner {nrm-

dnce, there's never been anything
l ike our  Model  1051-a I -  to  4OO-MHz

Our Model 1901B X-Y Displav
Oscil loscope has an easy-to-redd
l2-inch CRT and comes in both
slngle and dual-trace versions lt's
ideal for resolution of amnlifier.
response cable return loss, or
generdl sweep testing

Frnally, we have a whole series
of miniature, turret-type dttenuators
that operate over wide frequency
ranges.

Now that we've gotten that out of
our system, why not get some of our
equipment rnto yours. Just write
WAVETEK, PO. Box l9O, Beech
Grove , lN ,46 l07  Phone

'l

sweqper with cal ibrated output,  (317)783-3221 TWX BI0-341-3266.
built-in detector, and Type F con- \ ^ f ^

l?!r3ii=r'Y? i::ifi:=l::T='-1 wTE rc

r
i$"
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APICTURE THATTRAIELS $\4416,0,0 MTLESTHROUGH
SPACE DESERVES
AGREAT RECEPTION.
ITT SPACE COMMU NICATIONS
EARTH STATIONS ARE SYSTEM
DESIGNED TO PROVIDE THE
SIGNAL MARGIN YOU
NEED-

AT A COST YOU
CAN AFFORD.

-

/
--#{,'td'

Wrde chorce of  f lexrb le.  modular  sys-
t omc  a -en  ha  doc inno r {  f n r  r r n r  t r  ) r ^ )

your  needs.
INTF I  SAT oua l i t v  i n  a  commerc ia l
earth station ITT SPC has been re-
sponsible Ior 74 satel l i te communica-
trons earth station instal lat ions.
Antenna and electronic package relr-
a h l o  r c  n n l r i  r n  o l o n l r n n i n  c r r c t o m" " ' ,  " '
manufacturer can make them. System
availabi l i ty 99.9% to 99.99%. depend-
Ing on system configurations
Bet ter  marg in ensured by superror
G / f  a n d  s r d e l o b e  p e r f o r m a n c e .
Threshold extension receivers avatl-
aote.
Choice of antennas-4.5 and 1O meter
Add i l i ona l  subca r r i e rs  ava r lab le  fo r
m r  r l t i n l o  c a f o l l i t o  n n o r : t i n n  I  l n l i n k c

available for video broadcast.
Full  turnkey operation includes trarning
program and ongoing engineer ing as-
c i o f o n n a  t r l a w i h l n  { i n e n n i n n  e n |  l o e c -J l J t d l  l U U .  I  l C t l \ l l J l U  l l l r q r  r v i l  r V  q r  r u  r u q o -
i n ^  n l ^ n ^  ^ , , ^ ; l ^ l ^ l ^
i l  r g  P r d r  r J  d v d i l d L J r u ,

Give yourself the margin of confi-
dence with an ITT SPC ea(h station
For detai ls, contact ITT Space Com-
municat ions.  Inc. .  69 Spr ing Street ,
Ramsey, New Jersey 07446. Tel (201)
825-1 600. Telex 134552.

a

a

o
o
J

(o
{Space Communications, Inc. III



CATV
FILTER SUPERMARKET
From the people who Gare . . .

TRAPS
(Typ€ F, 75 ohmr)

lleed a special trap? Just ask!

tcRowAvE
r |LTER
f C oMPANY. rNc.

LO-PASS / HI-PASS / BAND SPLITTERS
(Type F, 75 ohms)

DIPLEXERS
$24000
2 weeks

BANDPASS FILTERS
(Type F, 75 ohm3)

I

I

.l

filter? Just ask!
TELEPHON E: (31 5) 437 -4s29
TWX: 710-541-0493
CABLE:  MICROFILCO

LO-PASS FILTER

$3500

Passes lo-band only.
Suppresses hi-band 40 dB

. - (

V 3377 -2/6

HI-PASS FILTER

$3s* ^€rweek 

Y , r r r - r , r "
Passes hi-band only.
Suooresses lo-band 40 dB.

CB/AMATEUR ISOLATOR

$1500
l w e e k  " (

Y
Passes 54-300 MHz.
Suppresses 45 MHz and below 35 dB

BAND

$1200

SPLITTER

3329-142

separates the vHF Lo/Hi bands with 30 dB
isolation. Excellent loss and return loss.

CO-CHANNEL I  SOUND REDUCERS

ELTMTNATORS I S1600

3469-2/6
s489-7 /13

Phase away your co-channel interlerence

Authent icated in CATJ (October 1975)
Miniature Mountable Unit  (1x1.5x4)

VHF $27000 | Reduces sound 1o dB {minimum) with

UHF gglsoo I3::;iT:i.';:::H;'jivsadiustment

Avai lable for any 2 non-adiacent channels -  54-300 MHz

LO.BAND, FIXED TRAPS

$6500

3217L

Cut to your trequency 54-108 MHz.
Notch > 50 dB.3 dB Bandwidlh < 4 Mnz

HI-BAND. FIXED TRAPS

Cut to your l requency 170-300 MHz
3 d B b a n d w i d t h < 3 M H z .
Temperature compensated.

FM TRAP, TUNABLE

$3200
I week t

Tunes 88-108 MHz with screwdriver control
Notch > 30 dB bandwidlh < 3 MHz.

FM SHARP, ADJACENT TRAP

$19500
2 weeks

Cut to your interter ing FM signat (can be as
c l o s e t o c h a n n e l 6 a s 0 . 5 M H z ) . N o t c h  > 3 0 d 8 .
Channel 6 ampact < ' l  dB.

CHANNEL DROPPER

$55ooo
2 w@ks

Removes ent ire channel l rom l ine -  lor
mandatory blackoul or tor c losed-circui t
use ot channel l requency. (Channels 2-13)
NOTE: Dbables mldband.

CHANNEL NOTCHER

$550oo
3 weeks

Notches oul
video, color &
sound carners

50 dB.
l , l  Channels 2-13

Minor impact on other channels -  includi ;g
midband.

UHF FIXED TRAPS

::':_*r
25 dB nolch. Two can be cascaded without
interact ions, for 50 dB notch. 3 dB bandwidth
< 3MHz

PAY-TV TRAPS
2 & 5 $4.00

Olhe6 $5.50
Quan. 1000 up

3355

These weatherized traps have male/female

connectors  -  no  jumPer  needed-

FOR ADJACENT CHANNEL

$15600 33031 (26)
r week M (A-t)

H (7-13)

Sharp cuFoft gives at least 25 dB at lower
sound and uppervideo. Channels 2-13 and A-l

SUPERBAND ADJACENT

$24500
2 weeks

Mlcrowaye interdigital structure lo give good
in-band lransmission and 25 dB al  lower
sound and upper pix.  Channels J-W.

FOR MEDIUM SELECTIVITY

$8s/es

Excel lent in-band transmission with 30 dB
Dlus at second carraer up or down.
Channels 2-13 and A-W.

UHF BANDPASS

$16500

These 4-cavity resonator lilters give
25 dB (min) t  6 MHz and 45 dB t  12 MHz.
Channels 14-83.

Small ,  mountable, tunable. Good in-band
loss and RL. Channels 2-13.

VHF SUB BAND

$9500

Low in-band loss and good select iv i ty.
Channels T-7lT-13.

FULL FM

$12500
1 week

BAND PASS

Passes enl i re FM band 88108 MHz.
20 dB loss al  6 PlX.

1-MHz BANDWIDTH BPF

$8500

Cut to your l requency anywhere
54-300 MHz.
H a s > 5 0 d B 1 6 M H z .

6743 KINNE STREET, EAST SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13057

Need a special
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CATA- roRinl
KYLE D. MOORE, President of CATA,

MIRROR,  MIRROR ON THE WALL. . .
WHO'S THE DUMBEST FOOL OF ALL?

The waning days of the g4th Congress provided the setting
for a first-class show of cable industry dumbness un-
matched by any recent era of this small industry. For the
record, before the House of Representatives were a pair of
bills guaranteed to make any free-marketplace-cableman
lose his lunch all over his headend.

First there was HR 10620, a bill introduced back in July at
the urging and pleading and pushing of (1) FCC Chairman
Richard E. Wiley, and, (2) the always fr iendly "NAB". HR
10620 would create Congressional authority for the FCC to"modernize" its fine and forfeiture scheme. For more than
a decade (or since January, 1962 to be exact) the FCC has
enjoyed some form of "fine authority", wherein the
Commission could move in on a licensee and issue
monetary fines against the "licensee" if he was found to be
operating contrary to the applicable Commission rules and
regulations. HR 10620, a companion bill to one approved by
the Senate back in June, would extend the Commission's
fine and forfeiture authority into the cable television
industry.

Back earlier this year the Senate version of this bill had
received only token hearings, and after the hearings the bill
was tucked away in a non-conspicuous "pigeon-hole". The
bill's sponsor, Senator Pastore was waiting for a lull in the
Senate activity, and when it came along towards the end of
spring the bill slid through the floor of the Senate as one of
those "quickie jobs". Nobody really ever knew what it was
all about.

To his credit, Congressman Lionel Van Deerlin of the
House Sub-committee on Communications promised to hold
open hearings on the House version of the bill, and on July
29th the hearings were held. At that point only CATA
seemed concerned with HR 10620. Over at the NCTA. there
were 'bigger fish to fry'. Specifically, the NCTA was
working hard on getting the same Communications
Sub-committee to consider another piece of 'emergency'

cable legislat ion.. . this one to grant to the FCC "statutory
jurisdiction over pole attachment agreements between
cable companies and the joint pole owners (i.e. telco and
the power utility)". The NCTA was working very hard on
this proposed bill, and crying "wolf" at every opportunity.
The NCTA message was that "unless Congress gave the
FCC necessary authority to regulate pole attachment
disputes, cable was about to be put out of business from
coast to coast by unfriendly power and telco operators."

Clearly, at least an important handful of Sub-committee
members did buy this "story" because in mid-August a
draft of such a bill appeared and it received the immediate
backing of two of the Sub-committee members (Van
Deerlin of California and Wirth of Colorado). To back up the
call for action, the NCTA was rallying troops from coast to
coast urging them to contact their own Congressmen and
spread the word that "without this emergency legislation
the cable industry would fall before the snows fell".

Hundreds of operators got all worked up in this
campaign, as demonstrated by a meeting that produced
100-plus operators from the State of Washington who called
upon the offices of Senate Commerce Chairman Magnuson.
The message to Magnuson was plain, simple, and sincere.
Cable was having a "going out of business" sale.

Now the legislation drafted for the Van Deerlin
Sub-committee by the NCTA legal staff would grant to the
FCC the clear authority to step into cable/utility pole
disputes and resolve (1) rate dis-agreements; (2) attach-

-
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ment dis-agreements, and, (3) cost sharing dis-agree-
ments. But introducing a bill of such complexity and with
more than its share of controversy (obviously the power
and telephone companies did not want the FCC to have this
'authority' and they were already at work 'lobbying' their
own position) at this late date in the waning hours of the
94th Congress almost guaranteed that such a bill would
simply not make it through this session. Time was against
the bill, no matter how meritorious it might be. So the
NCTA staff and the Van Deerlin staff looked around for
another bill, one further along in the legislative steps and
one sure to pass this year. The pole language would be
attached to such a piece of legislation. Such 'riders' are
frequently employed in Congress, especially in the waning
days of a session; and as a consequence you end up with
some mighty strange bill titles under such circumstances.

The 'pole bill' plus 'X' might have read: "HR 20'000 - A
Bill To Establish Public Urinals In All Federal Parks, and,
To Authorize the Federal Communications Commission To
Arlopt Regulations For Cable Television Pole Attachment
Rights". Nobody could be against free public urinals in
federal parks.

Finding no convenient public urinal bill hanging around,
the NCTA did find HR 10620, the cable TV (and other) FCC
fines andforfeiture bill. This bill already had hearings, and
it looked to NCTA that it was going to pass Congress. So why
not attach the 'pole legislation' to HR 10620? And it was
done, and there upon we saw HR 10620 wed with HR 15268
and we got r'HB L5372 - A Bill To Authorize The Fetleral
Communications Commission To Ailopt Regulations For
Cable Television Pole Attachment Rights, and, To Auth-
orize The Federal Communications Commission To Estab-
lish New Rules And Regulations For Monetary Ftnes Antl
Forfeitures."

The NCTA really turned on the heat at this point and their
members in turn went to work on their congressmen. On the
fines and forfeiture bill, at July 29th hearings, only CATA
really opposed the principal of fines. The NCTA sent up
former Board Chairman Rex Bradley who by in large said
the NCTA approved of "the principal of fines". Clearly in
the marriage between HR 10620 (fines) and HR 15268
(poles), poles were the "male partner" because in the
NCTA's frontal attack on their members, the industry and
Congress, the new dual-purpose bill became simply. . . "the

pole bill". Everyone at NCTA "forgot about" the fines and
forfeitures. So effective was the "pole bill" ploy that when
an officer of the Wisconsin CATV Association telephoned a
Wisconsin CATA member in mid-September to urge the
CATA member to send off a series of "nightwires" to
Congress, the Wisconsin CATV officer was dumbfounded
when he was told by the CATA member "No... I  cannot
support this bill because it includes fines and forfeitures."

"Come again. . . HR f5273 includes what! " responded the
exec.

"Fines and forfeitures...you know, the FCC power to
come into your system and fine you say $2,000.00 because
you have some DT's radiating more signal than FCC rules
allow."

"Man. . . you are crazy. This is the pole bill! ! ! " responded
the exec., and after several minutes of heated discussion
the exec. hung up without ceremony with a parting
"Boy...you CATA people are real ly crazy...you people
need to find out what these bills are really all about!"

And so the telegrams and letters poured in. At NCTA
direction. Meanwhile, back at the farm, this writer and a
handful of other CATA people took a different tack. We



rounded up a half dozen politically well placed CATA
supporters and we quietly, without fanfare, traveled to
Washington to see four important, key Congressmen. We
also went in to visit with several members of the staff of the
Sub-committee on Communications. At our stops we
discussed with each the real impact of the fine and
forfeiture portion of this "marriage."

For example:
(1) The bill, as written and as presented to the

Sub-committee for mark-up would allow the FCC to put the
fines and forfeitures into effect within thirty days of
passage and the President's signature;

(2) We pointed out that one of the critical aspects of the
fines was that FCC field vans would be out roaming the
countryside inspecting CATV systems for technical (i.e.
performance) compliance; under rule sections 76.605 (a)
(1-12). We saw the following scenario developing:

The plainly marked truck pulls up in front of your office,
having already spent several hours 'nosing' around your
town, The man walks in and announces "I'm from the FCC
regional office and I am here to inspect your system's
records and technical compllance." So you show him your
test records for the most recent year, and after some small
talk and coffee he says "Come out with me to the fleld truck
and let's take a look at some sections of your plant." You
can hardly refuse to go along.

At the corner of Oak and First streets he pulls up the van
and sets up some equipment. Then he points to his 913,000
HP analyzer and says, "I see we have some radlation here,
twice the permissible levels." You mutter something about
an entrance fitting not being properly tight, or you wiggle
a little and comment that the "so-called radiation-proof
plates" on the DT's have to be torqued up'just right' or
there is a problem, and he smiles, while writing down some
notes in his field book.

Then he shuts the gear down and pulls the van out into the
street heading for the edge of town. You are decidedly
uncomfortable and the small talk has long since stopped.
The van stops at the end of your longest trunk and feeder
cascade and the FCC man asks "Can we get a test point
tlrop out of that amplifier?" You nod your head and start up
the pole with a piece of 59 he provides. By the time you are
back on the ground he is in front of the HP analyzer. And he
is humming to himself. "Got a little co.channel here on 5"
he says. You respond that the weather conditions are poor
today and agree the level is high, "higher than normal" you
offer. "Hmmm...only 31 dB down. Isn't the spec 36 alB
down?" he asks. You agree with him about the spec.
"What's this 6fr hum mod on channel ll?" he asks. You try
to explain about the intermittent in the processor power
supply that you have been chasing for several weeks, but he
is too involved in placing more notes into his field book to
pay much attention.

Several hours later he leaves town. You have gone
through sixteen separate tests with the man, who was
always very professional and who filled up seven pages of
his notebook with his observations. In all, your visit with
him resulted in the determination that channel 11 had hum
mod throughout the plant (1 offense), one leg of your plant
had hum mod after the last power supply (2nd offense),
channel 5 had co-channel higher than the limits prescribed
by the rules (3rd offense), fourteen DT's were spotted that
were radiating (offenses four through 17), a temporary
house drop using a pressure tap had only 15 dB of isolation
(18th offense), and, two end-of-line subscribers had set
input levels of less than 0 dBmV (offenses nineteen and
twenty).

Then in a couple of weeks you receive a formal looking
letter, with a return receipt requested, from the FCC. It is a
"Notice of Apparent Violation" and an "Assessment of
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Fines" totaling $2,050. broken down as follows:
(1) Channel 11 hum-mod.. .$250.00
(2) Hum-mod on one plant leg...950.00
(3) Channel 5 co-channel. .  .$100.00
(4) Fourteen DT's that radiated signal.. .14 x 9100 =

$1.400.00
(5) Improper drop isolat ion.. .950.00
(6) Two subscriber drops with low levels.. .2 x 9100 =

$200.00.
You thank your lucky stars he didn't have time to check

out all 782 DT's in your system.
As we related this scenario to the four key Congressmen

and the aides to the Sub-committee, we asked "How in the
world can Congress authorize the FCC to assess such fines
when the FCC's technical rules are in such a state of flux?
How can a cable operator, who purchased 782 DT's from a
supplier in 1975 or 1969 be held responsible because it turns
out that after a year or seven years of operation the DT
won't seal properly and the housings radiate? Or perhaps
the entrance fittings, which appeared well designed from
every test the operator can make, have a critical-torque-
point above and below which there is radiat ion."

"Is it right to give an industry with over a billion dollars
invested in hardware only thirty days to comply with the
rules? Should there not be some consideration given to the
operators of these systems who have purchased the
equipment they needed for their systems in good faith, but
who are now stuck with equipment that seems to perform
properly in aII respects except that the equipment somehow
does not meet FCC standards first adopted in 1972? Should
there not be some allowance for human enor, weather
conditions, and the weathering which all CATV equipment
is subjected to?"

So CATA suggested that there be a grandfather clause in
the bill. A clause that would exempt any existing, installed
equipment from FCC fines. We also asked for a 180 day
delay period for the effective date of the bill, a period to
give the manufacturers an opportunity to clear out
inventory of equipment which may not presently meet FCC
standards. We asked for a clause that would force the FCC
to first give an operator notice that he was in violation, plus
a reasonable period of time to correct the violation, before
the fine could be imposed. And we asked for an on-going
exemption for small  systems of 3,500 or fewer subscribers.

"What about the broadcasters? Don't they have fines
now?" asked one aide. You bet they do. The broadcasters,
who have been 'Iiving with' fines for many years have two
advantages CATV would not have. First of all, the
broadcasters employ only FCC type accepted or type
approved transmitting and monitoring equipment. The
FCC's own lab in Laurel, Maryland certifies everything
that goes into a broadcast station that could affect station
performance or performance measurement. Thus a broad-
caster knows, when he purchases a modulation meter, that
the meter will warn him when he is exceeding some FCC
standard. Not so with cable. There is no such type accepted
equipment, for the plant, for the headend or for measure-
ments. And cable operators lack the ability to test every
piece of equipment they buy. "Caveat emptor.. .or buyer
beware" we noted.

We pointed out that broadcast equipment operates in a
controlled environment. Inside, where it is constant
temperature and it seldom rains on the turntable. Cable
equipment is subject to the extremes of temperature and
moisture. Utility linemen climb through our cables on the
way to their own, stepping on our aluminum and cracking
our housings. And it rains a lot on cable gear.

FinaIIy, we pointed out broadcasters must employ only
FCC licensed personnel to operate the equipment and to
monitor the measurements. But cable has no'such licensed
personnel, and a system operator is lucky to be able to finil
anybody that is willing to stand out in the rain and shove
"F" fittings on the end of RG-59 for a few bucks an hour, not
to speak of having to even find a FCC licensed person to do
the same type of dis-agreeable work for twice the price per
hour.

On the bottom line, we felt that fines and forfeitures were
extremely premature in our industry. Faced with the

reality of fines, we felt two things would happen:
(1) Many one-man (owner/operator) CATV systems

would close down, either out of fear of fines or within
minutes of the departure of the first FCC field van visit.

(2) Thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands of rural
Americans would lose their only television reception,

Small systems run on a shoestring, and even larger
systems, frozen into 1950'ish monthly rate structures by
loeal politics, provide the best service they can. If they did
not, there would be no customers there and they wouldn't be
there long either. But however good the service is, it is not
now nor can i t  ever be as good as 76.605 (a) (f- f2) mandates.
It is simply not financially possible to provide service to
76.605 technical specifications with the kind of gross
revenues smaller or financially depleted systems have to
work with.

But alas this is the "pole bill". That's what the telegrams
and letters to Congress call it. That's what NCTA calls it.
And besides, everyone knows that big systems have lots of
lawyers, so they have nothing to worry about.

Worried that this just might be a 'small system' problem,
we returned from Washington's visit late in August and
decided to take a new VSM-2 analyzer out into a large 600
mile-plus metropolitan system nearby to us. We didn't
announce we were there, we just played like the FCC. After
visiting a mile or so of feeder plant with out radiation test
dipole and the analyzer, we decided to make some
additional system measurements at several customers of
the big 2S-operational-channel system. We found 19
violations. Based upon the present size of the plant (about
307o built), we computed there may be up to 2,400 FCC
violations in the present plant alone. At $100.00 a pop, that
would be a mind-boggling $240,000. liability. But who is to
worry. This is a big system with plenty of lawyers and
money. They can afford fines like that. A few visits to the
metropolitan systems of the world and the FCC could afforil
several dozen new field vans.

Besides, "this is ' the pole bi l l ' ."  That 's what the exec. of
the Wisconsin CATV Association said it was. Dratted crazy
CATA people...always ratt l ing off at the mouth about
things that mess up a man's thinking. Don't give me the
facts.. .  just tel l  me what i t  is I  want to hear.

Now if I was operating a system with say 2,000 brand "X"

DT's that were radiat ing, or creating hum-mod, or
affecting my signal levels, or doing other nasty things to
any of a total of eight descrete FCC specifications which a
simple DT can destroy, I think I might be a little bit
interested in lodging a 'damages suit' against the supplier
of that DT. Especial ly i f  I  had an "Assessment of Fines"
notice totaling say 910,000 staring me in the face. Or, if I had
.purchased a couple dozen line amplifiers from a supplier
who assured me they were the greatest thing since cracked
wheat, and then I found out that I  had bought l ine ampli f iers
with such high noise figures that even to the eye the pictures
looked cruddy; and if I had been fighting with that supplier
for over a year to take the amplifier back, to fix the
ampli f iers or give me my money back, or something. .  .  any-
thing to solve my problem - and then an FCC man came
along and slapped me with a $2,000 fine for my cruddy
looking pictures on that leg, I don't think. . .I know I woultl
lotlge a suit against that supplier for damages!

Now if I were a supplier at this juncture, and I had to
daily walk through a warehouse crammed full of plant gear
that I had been unable to move because the 'big city
markets'  never material ized, and then along came f ines
and forfeitures and the few customers I had started
demanding written guarantees that my equipment would-
not-when-new or would-not-ever get the user into monetary
fine problems with the FCC. . . I think I'd seriously consider
closing up shop or dumping the gear in Mexico. And if I
were that same supplier and I had just returned from a
two-day 'pep-rally' staged by the NCTA in Washington,
where they told me IF the 'pole bill' goes through, finally, at
long-last, the big cities will be built and 'happy days are
here again'.  .  .  I 'd seriously consider sending the keys to my
plant to Bob Schmidt. Maybe he is such a good salesman
that he can sell my gear to those big MSO's that are about to
bui ld these huge 2,000 mile plants.. .without having to
provide a 'written guarantee' that the gear will not now, or



ever, get the buyer-user into FCC monetary fine problems.
'The pole bill'. Good grief.
Now when all is said and done, what happens when 'the

pole bill' gets into mark-up at the Sub-committee level?
Congressman Louis Frey of Florida, who was willing to
offer the CATA (grandfather, etc.) amendments never
brought them up. He did say, at the close of the mark-up
session, that he had intended to offer some amendments
"but it was made clear to me by the majority (those are the
Democrats) that if we modify this bill so that it is different
from the Senate passed language of 5.2343, the House
version will have problems in the conference committee. So
I have i lecidei l  against offering these amendments..."
Congressman Frey tr ied.. .but he was outmanuevered in
the backroom.

We hope that the 211 NCTA Associate Members
appreciate this bit of footwork on their behalf. Nobody
wants to destroy 'the pole bill', right?

So guess what happens to the pole portion of 'the pole bill'
in its own mark-up! Naturally the utility company lobbyists
have also been at work, and they have been persuasive
enough that the language of the originally-drafted-by-NCTA
pole provisions are in danger. And the language is modified.
In fact, the bill leaves the Sub-committee with two
interesting 'restrictions' on FCC power in the CATV pole
attachment area.

Number one - The FCC will not have the authority to
force a telephone or power company to grant a CATV
company pole attachment space. In other words, if the
power company or telco says to the operator "Somy,

Charl ie.. .we feel no compulsion to grant you any
attachment space", the FCC could not force them to do so.
So if there is no pole attachment agreement, there are no
FCC powers granted in the bill!

Number two - The 'effective date' of the FCC's new
"pole-power" will be g months after the adoption of the law.
During that "gestation period" the language of the bill
"encourages" the states (through their PUC's) to adopt
their own state rules and regulations regarding CATV
attachments. And i f  the states do this.. . the FCC stays
away.

Hmmmm...no pole contract, no FCC authority. And, i f
the state adopts legislation first, the FCC stays away. Does
anyone recall who it is that literally runs every state PUC in
the nation? An SKL line amplifier to the first person to
respond "Why the telephone and/or power companies . . . of
course! t t

So here we are on the floor of Congress with the original
NCTA bill mangled by the House Communications Sub-
cornmittee so badly that now it is hardly recognizable. And
stuck "along side" of it is fines and forfeitures, an
inseparable part. After the butcher job done by the
Sub-committee during mark-up, the NCTA was variously
quoted as saying " . . . these are serious changes, but they do
not cr ipple the bi l l" .  The NCTA is r ight of course...a man
who gets his head caught in a public urinal in a federal park
is not a cripple. He is a vegetable.

POSTSCRIPT TO "DUMB' '

There wil l  be no f ines and forfeitures; this year. CATA, on September
20th, was able to convince U.S. House Soeaker Carl Albert that bi l l  Hr
15372 should not be scheduled on the Suspension Calendar agenda in the
wanning days ol Congress. The "suspension calendar" is normally
reserved for n0n-conlroversial bi l ls and CATA members (now 587
member-systems strong) persuaded Speaker Albert (as well  as
approximately 1 00 other representatives) that .  this was not a
"non"-controversial bi l l !

This was a very close cal l .  At best, i t  is a postponement of the inevitable
inclusion of cable in the FCC's f ines and forfeiture scheme. But the
postponement is extremely important, because nexl-t ime around we won't
be 'married'to poles, and hopeful ly the industry wil l  be more real ist ic about
the dangers 0f non-restr icted FCC f ine power. We wil l  have more l0 say
about iust what those precise dangers are... in the November CATJ.
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ordinary drop cable. r .
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similarity!
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I Fantastic durabil ity (it can be dropped from a
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r Deep-notch depth for the same price (typically
greater than 70 dB)
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For f  ur ther  in format ion regarding our  cable t rap and for
help in overcoming your Pay TV security problems,
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ADVANCED BOTTOM PLATE VERSUS BATTERY CLIPS
That's right, and its only available in the RMS UNITAP

1. The two silver plated test point mate with the
two nickel plated push-on contact f itt ings built-
into the bottom plate. This mating technique is
superior to taps using inferior "battery clips"
since battery clips have a tendency towards
corrosion after l imited usage.

2. Battery clips break easily.

ln fer ior
Battery Clips

RMS ELECTR0NICS,  lNC. ,  50  ANTIN PL. ,  BR0NX,  N.Y. ,  10462/CALL C0LLECT (212)  892-1000/TELEX #224652-  24
H()UR SERVICE/CABLE ADDRESS "RAM0NlCS" .  CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVES:  DESKIN SALES CORP.  /  MEXTCAN
REPRESENTATIVES:  TV CABLE DE PROVINCIA S.A. ,  MEXICO CITY,  MEXIC( ) .  WORLDWIDE EXPORTS-  EXCLUDING
PUERT0 RlC0 -  R0BURN AGENCIES lNC.  /  CABLE ADDRESS:  "R0BURNAGE" /  NEW Y0RK TELEX #23574 "R0BR-UR."

3. Battery clips provide inadequate iurface contact
area. sometimes resulting in a poor match.

)

RMScArv DrrlrsloN
ELECTR0 t { rCS ,  rNC .

rc 1U-Actua l  S ize

' #
*

* . $
#.

*

-,
F

(J



ilE I o o a

.o. From Theto-Com CATV

- l
LOOK AT THESE FEATURES:

\
i

)
I

*) *)

NOWAVAILABLE.
1. Highperformoncehybrid-29dBgoin. Coll toll free 800-528-6048 or write us for
2. Compoct, etficient pockoging. further informotion.
3. Compotible with ony equipment.

The PFLE - volue-engineered line extender which complements
the Phoenicion ll trunk omplifier line.

For your test equipment requirements, look for
Texscan's ad on page 42 in this issue of CATf .
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LOST ART OF RHOMBIC ANTENNAS
27 dB of gain is not
to be sneezed at!

Big And Old.

Of all antennas ever conceived for long-distance
communications (and that includes transmitting
and receiving), none has endured so long nor has
retained its aura as well as the fabled "rhombic".

The rhombic is legendary. IJntil the birth of ocean-
hopping satellites, the rhombic was the sophisti-
cated workhorse of inter-continental communica-
tion circuits. And where the satellites have not yet
gained a toe-hold, the rhombic antenna remains
the only ingredient of the 1930's created interna-
tional communication networks still holding its
own, original form against virtually all comers to
come down the pike in the ensuing 40 years.

I'he rhombic, for all of its aura, is construeted of
wire. It is supported typically at modest heights
above ground by unobtrusive wooden poles and
the rhombic gains its respect not from its impres-
sive physical features but rather from its perfor-
mance.

It has been estimated that from 20 to 25olo of all
early CATV systems employed at least one rhom-
bic antenna for their early-day off-air reception.
Remnants of rhombics at early-50's headend sites
are still visible in places like Fayetteville, Arkan-
sas and Marathon, Ontario and Sonora, California.
Yet inspite of the fabled advantages of the rhom-
bic antenna, surprisingly little hard-design data
has appeared in print over the period 1931 (when
the rhombic was introduced by a man named
Bruce) to the present time.

The rhombic has three primary advantages,
even today, over virtually any other antenna sys-
tem a CATV system or other off-air receiving sys-
tem for VHF-UHF signals can create. It also has at
Ieast one substantial dis-advantage, and a second-
ary dis-advantage that is primarily a problem at
low-band VHF.

Aduantage nunlber one ,is gutn. We will explore
in construction detail rhombics that offer gain over
tuned reference dipoles as high as 27 dB'. To put
that number into perspective, if you set out to
construct a 27 dB gain array utilizing 10 element,
12 dB gain single channel yagi antennas, you
would need no fewer than 64 of the ten element
yagis to reach the 27 dB gain level.

Adaontage nurnber tu,to is pattern. Rejections of
unwanted signals can be "tailored" with a rhombic
antenna, and nulls can be placed more at less at
will where they are required. It is not easy to do,
but it can be done, and rejections in excess of 34
dB over the forward direction can be achieved

with relatively simple rhombics, while rejections
in excess of 50 dB are possible in most-dis-favored
directions with specialized rhombic designs.

Aduantage number three is price. There are five
primary ingredients in the construction of a rhom-
bic antenna. One is a relatively small amount of
copper-weld wire (i.e. copper plated or coated
steel cored wire) and some ceramic insulators.
Two is a suspension system to provide a method of
raising and Iowering (i.e. installing) the rhombic
antenna to the desired location (this primarily
consists of ropes and pulleys). Three is a support
system, typically up to four utility poles of some
height to get the antenna the design-height above
ground for proper performance. Four is a suitable
location to erect the antenna. And five is the man-
power required to make the installation. On the
assumption you have the land available, and the
manpower is part of a regular payroll or can be
recruited for a few hours work in exehange for a
case of beer and some good fellowship on an other-
wise dull Saturday, the balance of the ingredients
can usually be put together for around $b0-
$100.00, plus the cost of the support poles. For
gains of up to 27 dB, that is an extremely cost-
effective antenna system!

Then there are the dis-advantages.
Dis-aduontage number one is the care and skill

required to make the antenna system perform to
specificati,on. The rhombic, for its apparent simpli-
city in form, is a very sophisticated antenna. One
reference source calls the rhombic "the highest
development of the long wire antenna". Those who
believe a long wire antenna is itself not much of a
development may believe otherwise when we have
finished. The rhombic is extremely sensitive to
ground reflections, and to obtain the design-
pattern in real life (versus getting it on paper)
requires more than a small bit of skill and probably
a great deal of patience.

In talking with dozens of "old-timers" in CATV
who have had oeeasion to try a rhombic or two, it
is our belief that probably only one or two of the
hundreds constructed by CATV operators in the
1950's ever worked within even a couple of dB of
their theoretical gain capacity. We'lL try to see
why that might be so here.

Dts-aduantage number two is the space required
for arhombfc. Perhaps to be more precise, not just
the space required, but the "lay of the land re-
quired" to erect a rhombic. If you are in the mid-



west or south, finding a plot of ground at a suitably
quiet location where you can mark-off an area say
400 feet long by 175 feet wide for installation of the
rhombic support poles might not present a prob-
lem. But if you are on a mountain peak in Oregon
or a hilltop in West Virginia, finding that much
flnt-ground could be a problem. However, the
space requirement diminishes with frequency, and
a full sized rhombic at high band requires an area
around 130 feet long by 60 feet wide. And at UHF,
well, you could almosL pu| 27 dB gain of antenna
above a typical suburban lot home roof!

And you may find that, for say 14-19 dB of gain,
you can get by with less than a full sized rhombic,
and thereby reduce the space requirements so
that even a low band rhombic will fit into a much
smaller space. We'll look at all of this here.

The Art of Design

Designing a rhombic is largely a matter of know-
ing what you want it to do, and then fitting the
pieces of the puzzle together for that end achieve-
ment. Most rhombic design data is heavily slanted
towards shortwave communications, where the in-
coming wavefront (to a receiving rhombic) is arriv-
ing at some vertical angle greater than zero de-
grees (the horizon is assumed to be zero degrees).
Shortwave propagation utilizes the reflection/
refraction medium of the ionosphere and once a
shortwave signal (typically 3-30 MHz) exits the
transmitting antenna, it is beamed towards the
intended receiving location at some angle greater
than zero degrees with reference to the actual
horizon, so as to enter the ionosphere at the
proper point between the transmitting and receiv-
ing location to produce signal reflection/refraction
to the desired receiving point.

Therefore a great deal of conventional rhombic
design data is needlessly (for our purposes)
wrapped up in producing an antenna design which
concentrates the antenna's pattern say 12.5 de-
grees oboue Lhe horizon, 8 degrees aboue the
horizon, and so on, but seldom if ever, on the
horizon i,tself.

Inspite of the multiple-thousands of commercial
rhombics in service throughout the world even
today for communication purposes, there remains
a dearth of material for reference. There are, in
faet, but four generally referenced sources for
rhombic design data, and none are generally avail-
able to the casual practioner of the art. CATJ was
successful in running down three of these for our
own use here, but the fourth never was found
except by reference.

During the evolutionary days of television, or
the 50's, there were a number of articles published
by magazines such as Radin-Elc.ctroniCs, Rad;io-
TV Neuts (and later El,ectroni,cs World,) which pro-
vided some very basic rhombic design data. Unfor-
tunately, much of that data was either incomplete
or inaccurate and while such publications had uni-
versal circulation in those days (and were con-
sidered the only reference works of that era), the

data they published was sufficiently lacking as to
Ieave a reader desirous of constructing his own
rhombic system with inadequate data to do the job
correctly. Consequently, many of the rhombics
constructed in that era, by TV (and CATV) de-
sirous people probably never functioned as well as
they might have. A listing of the material in print
in that era along with the major reference works
in this antenna field is included at the end of this
report.

Of all of the serious workers in the rhombic
field, only one seems to have been concerned with
overcoming the major shortcoming of the rhombic,
t h a t  b e i n g . . .

". . .lnng uyire antennas alu;ags radinte lnrge
nunxbers of sidelobes . . .".

A sidelobe in a long-wire antenna is not unlike a
sidelobe in a yagi oi a log: it is simply antenna-
gain-response in a (side) direction, which is un-
desired.

That worker was Edmund A. Laport of RCA's
international division; who published his work ini-
tially in the March 1952 edition ol RCA Reuieut
("Design Data For Horizontal Rhombic An-
tennas"), and who subsequently came back in the
March 1960 nCA Reuieu; with "Improved An-
tennas Of The Rhombic Class". It was his im-
proved design developed in the late 1950's and
published in 1960 which resulted in his name being
attached to the now cadillac of the rhombic an-
tenna family, the "Laport Rhombic". This 2l dB
gain (plus) version will be studied carefully here.

Laport in 1952 wrote " . . .nlost engineer[ng
methods prou'id.e infomnation on the muin Inbe at
one frequency . . . but omit(s) cons'id"eration of
other lnbes that can be, and often are, uerg lnrge
ond uthich greatlg comprom'ise (rhombic) antenna
performance. . . ".

Laport in 1960 wrote "Sid.elnbe reduction'is a
matter of finding conductor configurations ond
current distr'ibutions that prou'i.d,e an erceptional
degree of destructiue 'interference 'in all directbns
ercept that desired for the main beam. . . ".

Rhombic design data is fil led with phrases which
are not readily recognized for their true meaning.
Destract'iue interference to Laport, was a design
handle that allowed the rhombic antenna designer
to purposefully create antenna currents in each of.
the four legs of the rhombic antenna so that
natural radiation from any single leg could be "cor-

rected" when it headed off in some direction other
than the single-desired "main beam" design direc-
tion. To understand what Laport was saying, it is
necessary to go back to just a little bit of basic
long-wire antenna design theory.

A Honk Of Wire

Virtually any conductive-wire can be made to
radiate a signal, if there is a way to couple trans-
mitter energy into the antenna-wire-load. This is
essentially a match-problem, and it reciprocates
for receiue-only ontennos. That is, virtually any
conductive-wire can be made to receive a signal, if
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there is a way to match the impedance of the
antenna-wire to the input impedance of the re-
ceiver.

A simple dipole antenna (diagram 1) is an exam-
ple of a resonant length of wire (although at VHF a
dipole is usually constructed for mechanical con-
venience out of aluminum tubing). Because the
dipole is a precise length that corresponds to the
electrical half-wavelength at the designed (and de-
sired) operating frequency, there are certain
known cument-flow-characteristics associated
with such an antenna. Matching such a resonant
antenna to a transmitter or receiver operating at
the same frequency as the antenna is a fairly sim-
ple task and the energy from one transfers to the
other with little difficulty.
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DIAGRAM I

In such an antenna, the current distribution
along the full half-wavelength form is well known
(diagram 2). Now as the physical and electrical
length of the (resonant) dipole antenna is in-
creased, while the operating frequeney of the
equipment connected to the "length-extended-

dipole-antenna" remains the same as the purely
resonant condition, the antenna assumes a nelt)
radiation pattern, the "new" pattern being created
by the multipkcitE of harmonic-antenna patterns
created by the "series connected" half wave length
segments; See diagram 3.
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DIAGRAM 2
What happens (in diagram 3) is this. Each half-

wave segment. of the "wire" antenna has current
(i.e. signal) flowing in it. In adjacent half-wave
segments of wire, the current flows in opposite
directions and this fact causes the antenna lobes to
be split up from the basic half-wave dipole "donut"

pattern (diagram 3A) into a number.of lobes. If
there are an euen number of half wave segments,
then there is always a null in the antenna pattern
(i.e. lobe[s] ) at right angles to the antenna wire
axis. On the other hand if there is an odd number
of half wave segments in the wire, alternate sec-
tions cancel one another in the perpendtfuulnr (i.e.
right angle) direction, but the "odd" or "end" seg-

ment radiates perpendicular (or at right angles)
because there is no alternate segment to cancel its
perpendicular radiation.
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DIAGRAM 3A
The more half wave segments to the antenna

(wire), the more lobes there are created. And that
means a greater number of splits of the original
half-wavelength antenna pattern. The lobes are
not strictly the function of individual half-wave
segments, rather they are lhe composfte result of
the total nurnbeT'of half wave segments in the
wire, with some segments adding in phase and
some segments canceling out of phase the half
wave se gm ent indiuidual p atte rn s. Th is becomes a
very complex antenna in a big hurry, when you
study it from the radiation pattern aspeet.

Finally, the strongest or most potent lobe in a
multiple-half-wavelength antenna is always the
one which forms the smallcst anglc with the axis of
the wire (diagram 4), and this "main lobe" gets
closer and closer to the axis of the antenna wire as
the number of half wavelengths increase (i.e. as
the antenna gets longer and longer).
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So suppose, without regard to impedance
matching for now, you took a long (more than one
halfwavelength) dipole-tgpe anLenna and rather
than stringing the wire out in a straight line (i.e.
singular axis), you bent it into a "V", as shown in
diagram 5. Then what?

If the two sides of the "harmonic-dipole" are
formed into a "V" so that the aper ongl,e of. the "V"1 2



is at least twtce the ongle created between the
major lobes (i.e. those closest to the axis) and the
axis-wire orientation of the "harmonic-dipole", the
radiation patterns combine so that the pattern
portion bisecting the "V" tends to add together
from the two separate half-lengths (not wave-
lengths), and the pattern or lobes in the opposite
directions tend to cancel (out of phase).

I

, , V "  L E G S  I \ 4 U L T I P L E

1 / 2  V / A V E L E N G T H S  L O N G

, , A " = A P E X  A N G L E DIAGRAM 5
AII of this can be worked out on paper for

various lengths and various "apex angles", and in
the case of two "V" antennas back to back (i.e. a
rhombic), with the aid of stereographic charts
originally designed for this exercise by Edmund
Laport. But at some point the designer has to get
out of the design room and build the antenna, and
that is where the real fun begins!

Ground Reflpctions

As many and as varied as the lobe structure
may be for four separate, but combined lengths of
wire (i.e. in a rhombic) in real life the problem is"times 2". This is because when a length of wire
(or four coherent lengths of wire as in a rhombic)
is placed above a ground reflection surface, there
is created by the presence of the ground an almost"mirror image" lobe pattern that approaches the
antenna from the underside. In a word, there is no
such thing in real life as the "free space" antenna
patterns laboriously worked out on paper by the
rhombic antenna designer. The performance of the
rhombic, particularly with respect to its directive
properties, is often considerably modified by the
presence of the earth beneath it.

In everyday CATV language, "as high as practi
cal" is not the total answet. There are good and
bad, heights for a rhombic aboue ground..Fo" p"ac-
tical CATV installations, you cannot go high
enough to totally escape the effects of ground re-
flections (or ground loading as it is sometimes
called), and this is probably the key area where
many CATV rhombics constructed to date fall
down. And this problem is complicated by the
fact that the height above ground we are con-
cerned with is height above electrical ground or"reflection ground", which almost never corre-
sponds to the real physical ground. In the case of
dry earth, the electrical or reflection ground may
be up to several wavelengths below the physical
ground surface. Only when the installation is over

a very (i.e. eonstantly) moist ground is the elec-
trical or reflection ground near the physical ground
surface. A swamp, or along or over a (constant
level) water surface such as a lake would be an ex-
ample of a dependable and coincidental real ground
and electrical ground. But there are ways to handle
this, as we shall see.

Ground reflections, then, modify the pure lnbe
strttcture of the "paper rhombic". They create side
lobes where no side lobes previously existed, and
this means a loss of control over co-channel (or
adjacent channel) sources. We'll re-visit this later.

The Rhombic Design

The basic rhombic design is not unlike an aperi-
odic configuration. The key word here is Lhe peri,-
odzc portion of aperiodic. This means that when
the antenna is terminated in its characteristic im-
pedance at the forward (i.e. towards transmitter)
end, the antenna is useful over a wide band of
frequencies. In other words, the antenna, when
properly terminated, if it presents a match of say
20 dB at channel 2 will present pretty much the
same match at channel 6 and probably only a tad
worse at channels 7 or 13.

That sags the rhombic is a broadband antenna.
If you dig back into past antenna articles in CATJ,
one of the things we learned is that the usefulness
of an antenna was always pretty much determined
by the portion of the bandwidth covered where the
antenna match is acceptable to the receiving
equipment downline. This is not the limiting factor
for a rhombic.

Unfortunately, there is no relnti,onship between
the antenna's input impedonce characteristics and

o
o-{
(o

RH()MBICS _  N( )T  HIGH ENOUGH?

Many systems dismiss the rhombic concept on the theory that be-
cause 0f the support poles required, a "rhombic cannot be placed
high enough above ground to get the gain needed lor beyond horizon
paths' '

There are, of course, two ways to get gain. one is to raise lhe
height of the anlenna array. Another is to make lhe array larger, at
the "same" height. Let 's assume we have a ( large) four bay log
array with 1 7 dB of gain at 500 feet above ground. How would such
an antenna array compare with say a Laport rhombic at 60 feet above
ground?

(.1 ) Let us assume the path length is 100 miles, give or take 20
miles either way.

(2) l{  we lower the lour bay array to 250 {eet, we wil l  have lost 2 dB
ot our height gajn ( i .e. the dif ference in received level for a 100 mile
path is 2 dB lor halving the height 0f the lour bay array).

(3) l f  we lower the lour bay array from 250 feet to 125 feet, we wil l
lose another 2 dB from our 500 loot heigh level.

(4) l f  we lower the four bay array f rom 125 feet t0 62.5 feet, we wit l
lose yet 3 dB more; or a total of 7 dB ol "height-gain-loss" by drop-
ping from 500 Jeet to 62.5 leet.

Now if  we instal l  a 27 dB gain 60 feet above ground, this antenna
has 10 dB more gain lhan the four bay log. Seven of this ten dB has
been lost when the four bay array dropped from 500 feet to 62.5 leet.
But we are st i l l  3 dB ahead ol where we were, wi lh lhe rhombic at 60
leet. Plus, the downline loss from the rhombic's 60 foot height has
got t0 be less than the downline loss lrom the four bay log array's
height 0t 500 feet. So we probably pick up an addit ional 2-3 dB ol real
signal voltage ( i .e. level) here. S0melimes antenna gain is a good
trade for height!

1 3



B A L A N C E D  F E E D

the radintion characteristics (i.e. pattern or lobe
structure). It is the lntter which determines the
range of frequencies over which the rhombic an-
tenna may be utilized.

The rhombus(bic) has two controlling para-
meters, the length of the individual (four) leg(s)
. . . diagram 6. . . and the acute (or apex) angle "A"

(also diagram 6).

q , Q

TO-------->
S T A T I O N

T E R I V ] I N A T I I J G

R  E S I S T A N C E

communication circuits rely on wavefronts arriv-
ing at the receiving antenna at angles above the
horizon, typically in the 8-13 degree region with
respect to the horizontal plane of the antenna. It is
worth noting that a horizontally polarized rhom-
bic, with all of its elements parallel to the earth
(i.e. pointing at the horizon al zero degtees eleva-
tion) can be "electrically steered" by the designer
so that while the physical uxtenna points at zero
degrees elevation the main antenna lobe is point-
ing upuard.s at say 12.5 degrees elevation.

Because CATV systems want the l.otpest possi-
ble angle of radiation (i.e. all of our important
signals in areas where rhombics would be utilized
arrive parallel to our horizon or in the 0 to 0.5
degree elevation region), we obviously don't wish
to "steer" our elevation upward. Yet most of the
rhombic design data assumes that is precisely
what you wish to do, and there are therefore some
design modifications to be taken into consideration
when you structure a VHF-UHF system.

Because of ground reflections, and the effects of
the acute angle (diagram 6) and leg length as a
function of frequency, there is on optimum design
frequency for any rhombic, and then as the use-
frequency deviates lower than and higher than the
design frequency, ttro things happen to the radia-
tion characteristics of the antenna. Remember
that the impedance stays quite constant, even as
frequency changes, because of the 'traveling-wave'

or aperiodic (like in log-periodic) design of the
antenna.

Number one - The carefully controlled minor
(or side, rear) lobes, reduced to practical mini
mums on the design frequency, begin to pop-up
at un-expected places (i.e. in directions not
totally predictable...as the operating fre-
quency .changes away from the design fre-
quency.,
Number two - the apex angle (see diagram 6
again) becomes very critical when the rhombic
designer is attempting to achieve very low
angles of radiation. It is the careful balnnce of
the electrical leg length versus the apex angle
(both as a function of operating frequency)
which determines the coi.ncid,ence of nxajor Lobes
of radiation, 'in phase, combining to form the

o

, ' A ' '  A P E X  A I ' I G L E

L . ( F O U R  E O U A L )  L E G  L E N G T H S

d  
, I , 2 , 3 , 4  S U P P O R T  P O L E

DIAGRAM 6

The total Iobe pattern of the antenna is a com-
posite of the patterns of the four individual legs
and the geometry of the rhombus. The radiation
pattern of each leg (which becomes 1/4th of the
contribution to the total pattern) is a function of
the length of the leg (remember diagram 3).

Laport in 1952 said "The conxposi,te free-space
pattern for a (traveling wave) rhombus is the re-
sult of interference betuteen the pattents for the
indiuid.ual Legs as a result of their spacial separa'
tions, ond their mutual ori,entations. The multi,pk-
citg of lnbes in the individual leg patterns causes a
lnrge number of l.obes in the conxposite pdttern,
and interference effects in space giue each lnbe a
different orientati.on in azimuth (i.e. left and right
of axis) ond elcuati.on (i.e. from the horizon which
is always zero degrees to dead overhead which is
90 degrees). When the rhombus is plnced aboue
a reflecting surface, such as the earth, interfer-
ence utith the image pattem further cornpli,cates
ond modifies the bosic pattern. If atrags oJ
horizontalrhombics are used, still higher orders oJ
compl:ication are introduced by additional interfer-
ence effects."

Laport also noted "The complete soluti,on oJ
such pattetns for practical ontenna designs by con-
uentional methods (i.e. without a coinputer pro-
gram) inaolued on enor"m.ous o,mount of sltilAul
computation, and is seld.om attempted."

Ai noted initially, most if not all of the skillful
work on rhombic design has been done for an-
tennas designed to operate in the 3-30 MHz region,
where ionospheric reflections (i.e. "skip") are the
normal communieation mode. And as noted, such

/ - - ' -  
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singular main lobe at the front of the antenna.
As Laport notes " . . .this implied that there is
almost no tolerance in the direction of higher
frequencins (as the frequency increases and the
leg length is physically constant, each leg be-
comes the equivalent length of more electrical
wave-lengths). . .ond the main forutard beam
tends to spltit. .. ". See diagram 7.
Therefore, because of the balancing act which

must be done between electrical leg length and the
apex angle, what is the proper design approach
when the rhombic is to be utilized over a fairly
wide excursion of frequencies (such as channels 2,
6, and 8)? If the lobe structure creates multiple
non-desired side lobes when you go away from the
design frequency optimum (whether you go higher
in frequency or lower in frequency with the opera-
tion), and if the main forward lobe tends to try to
split into two lobes only when you go higher in
operating frequency than the design frequency,
the Logi,c would seem to be that your optimization
of the antenna should, be aL the highest frequency
to be utilized. In this way you maintain a singular
front lobe (i.e. non-split) throughout the antenna's
use-range, with maximum gain (i.e. smallest num-
ber and lowest level side lobes) at that frequencg,
but accepting lower gain (and larger, more numer-
ous side lobes) for lnuer frequencies. There may
be another option or two, as we shall see.

Hout Long / Hout Much Gain?

If the apex or acute angle is optimized for the
chosen frequency (frequency here means televi-
sion channel, at VHF or UHF, the 6 MHz wide
television channel is insufficient change in fre-
quency to create any lobe variations or frontal lobe
split over a single channel bandwidth, even at
channel 2, when the antenna is optimized for the
video carrier frequency) and the electrical leg
length is similarly optimized for that apex or acute
angle, there are known gain maximums to be
achieved with a "simple" four-wire rhombic.

The amount of forward gain depends on the
number of electrical wavelengths of the leg (and
array), with numbers like this to be expected (a
range of numbers is shown, to reflect variations in
design parameters):
Wauelcngths Per Leg Gain Range

2 1o-12dB

Basic Constru,ction Techruiques

For all of the rhombic-variations to follow, there
will be certain parameters which will apply to
each. We will run through them at this point so
you will understand how they apply to ong rhom-
bic design:

(A) Directional Heading - The front pattern
beamwidth, at the 3 dB points, will be a function of
Ieg length ond the companion apex angle. In any
case, regardless of the rhombic format ehosen, it is
exceedingly important that the rhombic's axis lies
directly towards the transmitter source. In the
worst case (i.e. sharpest front pattern rhombic) to
be described here, we will be dealing with a 3 dB
front bearnwidth of 11 degrees. This is roughly 4
times as "sharp" as a ten element yagi antenna,
and 2 times as sharp as two ten element yagi
antennas stacked side-by-side in a horizontal
array.

However, unlike the yagi which can be manually
re-directed to the maximum signal level heading
with only minor effort, there is no eosA u.tay to pick
up the four support (utility) poles and re-plant
them to correct for initial errors in heading. It is
very important that when the initial array is
planned that the front and rear support poles (#1
and 4 in diagram 8) be precisely on-a-line that
starts at the back pole location and runs directly
toutards the transmitter location. This usually in-
volves obtaining z. set of USGS (United States
Geodetic Survey) nraps for the region, and laying
out a straight edge line from your precise receiv-
ing site to the actual tronsmitter l,ocation. Note
that many transmitter sites are from several to 40
miles outside of the town of license, and often off
to the side in such a direction that if you chose the
lieense toumfor a bearing, you might end up being
tens of degrees off of the proper heading. With a
narrow beam rhombic, that could cost you 3-10 dB
of realized signal gain.

NOTE: In the process of establishing your own
front and back pole locations (diagram 8, poles 1
and 4) you will undoubtedly utilize a compass to
locate magnetic north and either a surveyor's
transit and/or an engineering protractor to estab-
lish the true headings. Any USGS map contains a
correction factor for the difference across the map
between magnetic north and true north. Note that
on USGS maps trae north is indicated, but your
compass will be plotting magnetic north. The
USGS maps indicate the compensation required to
corcect for the difference between true north and
magnetic north, and this correction must be in-
cluded in your calculations or the antenna will end
up off-heading. Corrections of 8-10 degrees are
common for the mid-western portion of the U.S.A.,
for example.

(B) Support Poles - Some method of supporting
the rhombic wire legs above ground, and a proper
distance apart, is required. In the CATV business,
where access to various grades and sizes of utility
type wooden poles is commonplace, these would
seem to be the best solution to the support prob-

4
6
8
t2

r2-r4dB
13-15 dB
14-16 dB
15-17 dB

Additional gain can be achieved by stacking the
rhombic array, either vertically (i.e. one stack
above the other), horizontally (side by side
a-rray9), or by one of several techniques unique to
the rhombic design (i.e. the Laport Rhombic,
etc.). There is also additional gain to be had by
utilizing multiple wires per side, in conical format.
Let's begin by looking at the basic Rhombic for
VHF-UHF.
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lem. Actual height above ground is a function of
electrical wavelengths at the operating frequency,
with table I here listing the minimum heights tol-
erable for various channels. Metal poles or tower
sections are satisfactory if there's some method of
ensuring that the down-guys for the tower/poles
do not create interference (through resonances)
with the antenna proper. Most rhombic workers
agree that the two sid,e supports (#2 and #B in
diagram 8) can be metal(lic), provided they are at
least 6 feet removed from the nearest rhombic leg
wire conductor. It is also generally agreed that the
front and rear supports (poles fl and #4 in dia-
gram 8) are best if wooden or some other non-
conductive material.

If metal towers or metal poles that require guy-
ing are utilized, the down guys should be broken
up with insulators so that there are no l/4,l/2 or I
wavelength (or multiples thereof) resonant
lengths in the down guys at onE of the desired
receiving channel frequencies.

(C) Erection Procedures - Typically, a rhombie
is laid out on the ground and all soldered,
wrapped, etc. connections made at that point.

F € E D E R  D E T A I L

BA LANC E D
F E E D E R

INSU LATORS

\
H A L Y A R O  L I N E

W R A P ,  S O L D E R ,  W E A T H E R  C O A T
A L L  C O N N E C T I O N S

TABLE (tNE _ MINIMUM HEIGHTS

To escape devasting ground-reflections, the rhombic must be in-
stalled at least hiOh enough so that ground refleclions d0 not distort
the antenna's pattern. The actual height should always be as high as
possible, to create the highest average signal level. For rhombics 6
wavelengths per leg length and smaller, the minimum height is 3
wavelengths. For rhombics over 6 wavelengths in length (per leg),
lhe minimum recommended height is 6 wavelengths above ground. A
3 wavelength high rhombic wil l have its maximum radiation angle
centered approximately 5 degrees above the horizon. An antenna with
a vertical pattern 0f 1 0 degrees would therefore have all lobes plus or
minus 5 degrees 3 dB down lrom the maximum lobe. In this example
situalion, the al-horizon response would be 3 dB lower than the an-
lenna response 5 degrees above the horizon.

Channel/ Frequency

2 (  55.25 MHz) 5 3 ' 5 5 "  1 0 6 ' 1 0 "
48' 2" 96' 4"
4 3 ' 1  1  "  8 7 ' 1 0 "
38 '  3 "  76 '  6 "
3 5 '  6 "  7 1 '  0 "
29'�  6" 59' 0"
1 6 ' 1 0 "  3 3 '  8 "
1 6 '  4 "  3 2 '  8 "
1 5 '  9 "  3 1 '  6 "
1s '  3 "  3p '  6 "
14 ' �10"  29 '  8 "
14 '  5 "  28 '10 "
14 '  0 "  28 '  0 "
6 '  3 "  1 2 '  6 "
s ' �  2 "  10 '  4 "
4 '  4 "  8 '  8 "
3 '  8 "  7 '  4 "

3  (  61 .25  MHz)
4 (  67.25 MHz)
5 (  77.25 MHz)
6 (  83.25 MHz)

Note: Minimum heights are for physical distanco belween electrical
ground reflection surface and lowesl bay of rhombic (i.e. bottom bay
if two or more stacks high). Electrical ground is either at physical
ground (in very moist soil or over water), or some distance below
earth-ground surface. To be sale, measure from earlh-ground sur-
lace.

FM (100 MHz)
7  (175 .25  MHz)
8  ( 1 8 1 . 2 5  M H z )
I  (187.25 MHz)

10  (193 .25  MHz)
11  (199 .25  MHz)
12 (205.25 MHz)
13  (211 .25  MHz)
14 (471.25 MHz)
30 (567.25 MHz)
s0 (687.25 MHz)
70 (807.25 MHz)
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Then utilizing ropes or other non-metallic materi-
als, each of the four support points is lifted or
raised to the design height using halyard line/
pulley arrangements (see diagram 9). This affords
more than an easy ground-up system for erection,
it also provides a way to fine-adjust the antenna
for maximum received signal level (i.e. gain), by
playing one halyard against the others.
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It may be, because of a design error, construc-
tion error, or path abnormality, that the rhombic
exhibits maximum gain when the front is (for er-
arnplp) lower than the rear (and side support
points). This can be determined through maneu-
vering the four sets of halyards/pulleys and simul-
taneously observing a signal level meter on the
most critical ehannel received. If the two side
p-oles (#2, #3 diagram 8) are set far enough back,
the apex angle ean be adjusted for optimum signal
Ievel performance and optimum minor-lobe stiuc-
ture (as deduced by monitoring a receiver for
minimum co-channel levels) by gently releasing
the halyards on supports #1 and H4 (rear and front)
while simultaneously pulling up on the halyards on
s_upports H2 and HB (both sides). This "pruning" of
ttre apex is not a normal field-adjustment pioce-
dure, but it is an option you have, especiallyif the
side supports are far enough back to allow you
room to "play".

(D) Terminat'ion Procedure - The basic rhom-
bic is a bi-directional antenna, that is, it has equal
signal gain in two directions, even though the
transmission or downline is connected to a single
end. To create a front-to-back ratio (typicallg-in
the high 20's to low 30's in real life), the froit of.
the antenna (where the sides join in the apex
formed at pole #4 in diagram 8) is tertninated with
carbon resistors. It is exceedingly important that
the resistor(s) chosen for this termination be cw-
bon resistors, nof wire-wound. A large percentage
of the 2 watt resistors commonly available in this
ohmage range are wire wound, and you are ad-
vised to take one apart before making up your own
termination to determine whether there is a wire

DIAGRAM IO
spiral inside of the resistor core. If there is, the
resistor should not be utilized for this purpose.

A simple single-wire-per-leg rhombic has a
characteristic feed impedanee of approximately
800 ohms. This is the value of the termination
resistor, and two 390 ohm carbon 2 waLt resistors
in series will create the termination needed. It is
recommended that after the terminating resis-
tor(s) has been soldered in place that a piece of
heat-shrink tubing or plastic hose be placed, ouer
the termination to keep moisture and corrosion
out of the connection. A liberal coating with a
common CATV line insulating compound (Dow,
etc.) will also be useful.

The (optional - to be discussed) multiple-uttre-
per-leg rhombic design utilizes two or three wires
in a fan arrangement. This does several good
things for the rhombic design, incluing Inuering
the feed impedance of the overall antenna to
approximately 600 ohms. We'll have more to say
about multiple wire sides shortly, but keep in mind
that if you choose to go this way, the terminating
resistor(s) must stil l be carbon (i.e. low in induc-
tive and capacitive qualities), but now will be ap-
proximating the 600 ohm feed impedance of the
antenna, not the simpler design 800 ohm feed im-
pedance.

(E) Line Matching Procedure - The rhombic
antenna is a balnnced antenna (as in a 300 ohm
dipole antenna), and our own low-loss downlines
are typically 75 ohms, unbalanced. It is therefore
necessary to make an impedance transformation
from either the 800 ohms or 600 ohms (or imped-
ance presented by a stacked array) down to 75
ohms, and to also transform our balanced feed an-
tenna to the unbalanced input of either the down-
line coaxial cable or the input to our typically 75
ohm unbalanced signal preamplifier.

There are numerous techniques for accomplish-

H A L Y A R D
K  T I E  B L O C K

DIAGRAM 9 P O L E S  2 , 3
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RHOMBIC CONSTRUCTI()N MATERIALS

Aside from the pole support system and the mechanics to raise and
lower the rhombic (a rope and pul ly system), the only component
parts {or a typical rhombic are the insulators and the wire. This as-
sumes you can locate termination resislors and malerials to construct
your feed-impedance-malching system in your own system shop.

Steel wire is a "no-no" unless i t  is copper coated. Copperweld
wire, #1 0 to 14 is adequate for any but the 1 2 wavelength per leg low
band antennas. Straded wire is to be avoided because ol the long
term mechanical problems (primari ly wire-stretch) which i t  harbors.
Where lengths must be "spl iced" use a good over-wrap technique
and solder the spl iced sections together. After soldering, coat the
soldered segment with a good moisture proofing compound such as
one of the many Dow lubricants.

The insulators present the only real "problem". 0ur concern is
with proper insulat ing propert ies and breaking strength. Unti l  De-
cember oJ 1974, the E.F. Johnson Company (Waseca, Minnesota)
manu{actured a complete l ine of strain-insulators; insulators which
just about every rhombic construction art icle publ ished since 1940
reierenced to for insulator type sources. This l ine was sold in late
1974 to the H.H. Smith Company in New York Cily (212-272-9400)
and as the table here shows, H.H. Smith has a complete l tne of these
insulators reportedly avai lable through their distr ibutors or "direct".

An alternate source, untesled by CATJ, is the Birn Bach Company,
also in New York City (212-255-6600); with a competit ive l ine oj
slrain insulalors.

E.F. Johnson advises most of their distr ibutors returned their in-
stock strain insulators to Johnson in 1 974, when Johnson announced
they were shutt ing down that product l ine. Thus the chances are not
good that you wil l  f ind dusty strain insulators at former E.F. Johnson
distr ibutors. Some "wholesale houses" that handle "amateur radio
equipment" may st i l l  have these insulators in stock, however, in as
much as hams st i l l  bui ld their own antennas and they probably repre-
sent the largest users of strain insulal0rs in electronics today in the
United States and Canada.

H.H. Smith insulalors now avai lable are as fol lows:

Antenna Strain lnsulalors -
H.H.  Smi th  #9604 (E .F .  Johnson 136-0104-001)  5 /8"  square

dry process, glazed porcelain; 400 lbs. breaking strength, 4
inches long overal l  .  $0.43 each.

H.H.  Smi th  #9607 (E .F .  Johnson 136-0107-001)  .  1 "  d iameter
( r o u n d ) ,  w e t  p r o c e s s  g l a z e d  p 0 r c e l a i n ;  8 0 0  l b s .  b r e a k i n g
s t rength ,  7  inches  long overa l l . . .$2 .20  each.

H . H .  S m i t h  # 9 6 1 2  ( E . F .  J o h n s o n  1 3 6 - 0 1 1 2 - 0 0 1 ) . . . 1 "  d i a m e t e r
( r o u n d ) ,  w e t  p r o c e s s  g l a z e d  p o r c e l a i n ;  8 0 0  l b s .  b r e a k i n g
strength, 12 inches long overal l  .  .$2.50 each.

Feedline Insulators
H.H.  Smi th  #9662 (E .F .  Johnson 136-0122-001) .  .  .3 /8"  x  1  /2 "

cross section, si l icone impregnated porcelain, for 2" leeder
s p a c i n g . . . $ 0 . 4 8  e a c h .

H.H.  Smi th f l l624  (E .F .  Johnson 136-0124-001) .  .  3 /8"  x1 /2"
cross section, si l icone impregnated porcelain, lor 4" leeder
spac ing . . .  $0 .48  each.
H.H.  Smi th  #3626 (E .F .  Johnson 136-0126-001)  3 /8"  x1 /2"
cross secti0n, si l icone impregnated porcelain, for 6" feeder
s p a c i n g . . . $ 0 . 6 0  e a c h .
The H.H. Smith Company home off ice is located at 812 Snediker

Avenue.  Brook lvn .  New York  11207.
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ing this transformation, and the technique you
choose will be largely dictated by the actual an-
tenna design you ehoose. Suffice to say that unless
some form of transformation is employed, very
large signal losses are going to occur at the en-
trance to the downline/pre-amplifier if any 75 ohm
device is tied directly to the much higher (bal-
anced) feed impedance of the rhombic array.

{F) Lightning Protegti,on - A large rhombic ar-
ray is a sitting duck for lighting strikes. Now if the

array is installed in and around and under a typical
CATV tower, the risk for additional lightning
strikes (to the rhombic itself) are minimal as long
as the rhombic is "shadowed" by the presence of
the larger metal tower (with antennas). The gen-
erally accepted "cone of protection" for such an
installation is roughly 3-4 times the height of the
prominent metal tower, starting at the base of the
tower and working outwards (see CATJ for Feb-
ruorV 1975; page llt).In other words, if you have a
200 foot tower installed, and all of the rhombic will
be within 3 x 200 feet or 600 feet of the base of the
existing metal tower, your rhombic should, be
shielded from direct strikes by the existing (200
foot) tower.

If this is not the case, and the rhombic with its
rather large metallic surface (made up of the four
rhombic legs) is going to be all alone, some pre-
cautions are advised. See diagram 10 here.

The Basi,c Rhombic

This is the simplest form of rhombic of all. There
are four single wire sides, all equal in length, ar-
ranged so that the axis of the array is pointed
directly at the desired station. Opposite angles
within the rhombic are equal (see diagram 11).

Using table II here choose the gain you re-
quire at lhe highest chonnel the rhombic is to be
utilized for. Lower channels, on the same axis
heading, will have corresponding lower amounts of
gain. The maximum frequency spread recom-
mended is on the order of 1.8 of an octave (i.e.
50-90 MHz, 174-313 MHz and so on), to avoid front-
lobe "beam splitting" on the highflreqtency end of
the range and to avoid excessive unpredictable
lobes on the low frequeney end. This is not to saE
that a 6 wavelength per leg high band antenna will
prove usel.ess on low band (it turns out that 6
wavelengths on high band is roughly 3 wave-
lengths on channels 5 and 6); but it is to say that
superior performance would be achieved with a
designed-for-low band array.

Keep in mind that a set of four support poles
selected for a particular axis heading (such as the
transmitter tower cluster in Philadelphia, or the
Sears Tower in Chicago, etc.) can support
multiple-lnyers of rhombics, such as one set f.or
channels 2 and 5 (in the case of Chicago) and
onother sef for channels 7, 9 and 11 (also in the
case of Chicago). The high band rhombic could be
hung above, below or eaen insid,e-of the low band
arrayi although hanging it inside of the low band
array might be the least advisable technique for
both mechanical and electrical reasons. Once the
support poles are in place, the additional expense
of specialized wire amays for the various channel
combinations sought is minimal, as long as the
axis-heading path from your rhombic receiving
site to the distant transmitters is the same or
within a degree or two of being the same.

Another suitable technique, if you have stations
in different directions. is to utilize at least the base
pole (i.e. the pole located at the feedline point) a1 8
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number of time; as an "anchor" for rhombic arrays
heading off in several different directions. It is also
possible if you are clever with your planning to use
one of the two side-mount poles a second time as
well, thereby cutting down on the total number of
poles required for a multiple-heading installation.

The UHF versions are very small. So small in
fact, that back in the 50's a firm in Central Califor-
nia manufactured an aluminum-tubing (side leg)
version which many people had mounted on ro-
tators. If you have a marginal UHF channel in
your area, a UHF version might well be the place
to s_tar! experimentation. If you have a UHF path
with ghosting on it, one of the rhombic variations
(such as the Laport Rhombic to be described) with
its extremely narrow 3 dB beamwidth (11 degrees)
might be the answer to ridding yourself of ghosts.

Stacking The Basb Rhombi,c

A rhombic, as almost any other antenna, can be
stacked for additional gain. There are a couple of
specialized rhombic designs, such as the Laport
design, which will be covered separately here.-For
now,let's look at two (and four) stacking the basic
rhombic.

There are some arguments about how far apart
you should stack a two-bay array. Most decisions
seem to have been based upon the desire to capi-
talize on parallel antenna impedances, which
creates a better (i.e. easier) impedance matching
network to 300 or 75 ohm feed impedances.

If a single bay rhombic has a feed impedance of
800 ohms, then two 800 ohm rhombics connected in
parallel have a feed impedance of'400 ohms (dia-
gram 12). If a single bay of a multi-wire rhombic
has a feed impedance of 600 ohms, two such an-
tennas connected up in parallel have a feed im-
pedance of 300 ohms.

Thus for convenience of creating a 800 ohm
balanced feed (which can be transformed to ?b
ohms unbalanced by using a 300 to T5 ohm CATV

\--l------\

L  L E G  L E N G T H  O F  E A C H  L E G

PARALLELING TWO 8OO {600I OHM

BAYS FOR 4OO {3OO) OHM II \4PEDANCE

DIAGRAM 12

transformer), ttto multiplc-wire rhombics con-
neeted in parall,el the appropriate stacking dis-
tance apart creates the eosE-to-use 300 ohm
balanced condition we would like to see.

Let's deal with the 800 ohm impedance basic
rhombic first. One approach is to take a length of
300 ohm twinlead (non-shielded variety) and con-
nect one side to each of the two rhombic feed
points. Then take a sharp knife and split the twin-
lead so that at the rhombic feedpoint you have the
two halves of the twinlead spread aparl 12.5
inches, and then allow it to fan back to the normal
(non-split) 300 ohm width at a distance of. l/2
wavelength back down the line. This impedance
matching section (a tapered linel will transition
the 800 ohm antenna impedanee to the 300 ohm

I

\ . {

P A R T S / D I M E T I S I O N S  F O R  T A A L E  T W O

DIAGRAM t1
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DIAGRAM 13

balanced line impedance. This technique has a
bunch of problems (including the fact LhaL it is
frequencg sensitiuel, but it could be used for a
temporary system to check the performance of the
antenna during initial testing.

Any line matching technique employed should,
be as broadbanded as possible, unless you are
really only after a single television channel. There
are undoubtedly some 800 ohm balanced to 300
ohm balanced (or 75 ohm unbalanced) core trans-
formers which could, be wound, but few builders
have access to the proper cores in the field. There
is an autotransformer approach (see diagram 14)
which is suitable for VHF use or UHF use as
described here. The autotransformer sees 800
ohms at the coil end, and the 300 ohm balanced
feed is taken off a couple of turns in from the ends
(as noted). At this point a standard 300 ohm
balanced to 75 ohms unbalanced transformer can
be attached.

F O R  V H F -  1 O  T U R N S ,  h  1 4  T I N N E D  W I R E  C O P P E R  O N  3 / 8 "  F O R M
-  E V E N L Y  S P A C E D  ( 1  1 / 4 "  L O N G ) ;  T A P P E D  2  T U R N S  l N

F R O M  E A C H  € N D  F O R  3 O O ' }  I B A L A N C E D )

DIAGRAM 15

supplier for a 300 to 75 ohm balanced to un-
balanced transformer that is manufacturer-rated
for UHF seru'i,ce.

Now if you stack a two-stack array (of the 800
ohm variety rhombic), you can reasonably expect
to pick up additional gain. The "book" says to
expect 2.5 to 3.0 dB additional gain over the single
bay. However, because of the excessive capture
area of the rhombic, there will be times when Lhe
extra gain netted by the second bay will be much
greater than the 2.5/3 dB expected (i.e. during
heavy fading conditions). The long term average,
on the other hand, should be in the 2.5 to 3dB
region.

By stacking the antennas a half-wavelength
apart, or multiples thereof (i.e. 1 wavelength, 1.5
wavelengths and so on), and interconnecting the
feed points of the two (or more) stacks as shown in
diagram 15, we can use some system-constructed
800 ohm line (or 600 ohm line for multi-wire rhom-
bics) for stacking purposes. The principal is that ot
1/2 wauelpngth interuals, the feed impedance of
the antenna repeats itself. Therefore, if you stack
two bays of 800 ohm impedance rhombic l/2 wave-
length in space apart, and tie the top bay to the
bottom bay with a length of 800 ohm line, the
impedance at the bottom bay is the combination of
two 800 ohm impedances in parallel; or lt00 ohms.
Conversely, if you stack three identical rhombics
at l/2 wavelength (or multiples thereof) spacing,
you have three 800 ohm impedances in parallel,
which would result in a feed impedance of 267
ohms (close enough to 300 ohms). A four stack
array results in a feed impedance of approximately
200 ohms (balanced).

In diagram 15 here we have a two-stack anay
tied together at l/2 wavelength spacing by a
homebrew section of 800 ohm line. Note that in the
mildle of the stacking ltine therc is a transpositinn
bl,ock alternating the balanced antenna feeds to
maintain phase parity.
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DIAGRAM 14

NOTE: If your antenna is to be used for UHF,
onE 300 ohm balanced to 75 ohm unbalanced trans-
formation must be made with a transformer
knoun to be good for the UHF range. Nortnal
back-of-set matching transformers are not good at
UHF, and have excessive losses. Check your20
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E O U A L  7 5 O  L I N E S

800 oHMs ------->

AUTO ------>

TRANSFORIMER
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€- 800 OHMS

<- AUTO TRANSFORI\4ER

€- 300 oHt\4S

tenna as quickly as possible. Then by using exactly
equal lengths of 75 ohm cable and 300 to 75 ohm
transformers, we can stack the antennas some
physical distance apart (such as one wavelength
for the design channel) and not worry so much
about losing signal voltage in the matching process
on non-optimized channels. In effect, this becomes
a broadband tEpe of matching system where the
limitation to the antenna system's effectiveness
returns to the limitation of the rhombic leg lengths
and the apex angle (as previously discussedh and
not the artificial limits imposed by a frequency-
selective/sensitive matching system.

Once again, your choice will depend upon your
antenna system requirements, and you are ad-
vised to select the approach that produces the best
results for your requirements. If single channel
design is your criteria, by all means stick to a
single channel matching approach.

The Multiplc Wire Rhombic

For a rhombic of given leg lengths and a given
apex angle, if the builder chooses to follow the
multiple-wire format for his legs, he can expect
approrimately 1 dB of add:itional signal gain. This
may or may not be adequate reason to invest in
several more hundred feet of wire initially.

Most rhombic designers recommend that multi
ple wire rhombics be three wire (per side or leg)
devices. Increasing the number of wires per leg
from 1 to 2 is an advantage, but experience has

€- 75 OHMS

H Y B R I D  C O U P L E R

T O  P B E ' A M P ,  E T C

A N Y  C O N V E N I E N T
S T A C K I N G  D I S T A N C E

BOTTOIV] BAY

DIAGRAM 16

Unfortunately, again, thi"s is a frequency sens,i-
tiue anangernent, because of the half wavelength
functions which must be tied to some particular
desired frequency/channel. An alternate approach
is found in diagram 16 where we use the autotrans-
former to get to 300 ohms balanced at each an-

TABLE TWO _ BASIC DIMENSI()NS

Dimensions are given for al l  VHF channels, FM (100 MHz), and
lour UHF channels. The .5 wavelength and 1.0 wavelength columns
are for vert ical stacking purposes (see diagrams l2 and 15). Rhom-
bics larger than 6 wavelengths at low band are spacegobblers and the
Laport design is recommended because i t  is more el l ic ient for space
c o n s u m e d  ( a l t h o u g h  m o r e  c o m p l e x  t o  c o n s t r u c t ) .  T w e l v e  a n d
eighteen wavelength per leg rhombics require extreme construction
care at any lrequency to insure construction sloppiness does not
create undesired side lobes. When maximum gain is required, the
Laport design is typical ly a better choice than 12 or 18 wavelength
desrg  n  s .

Chan nel

2
3  ( * * )
4
5
6

100 MHZ
7( * ' )
8
I

1 0
1 1
1 2
1 3
1 4
30( * ' )
50
70

% Wave (.)

B ' 1 1  "

8 ' 0 "
7 ' 4 "
6 ' 4 "
5 ' 8 "
4 '1  1 ' ' �
2 ' 9 "
2 ' 8 "
2 '  7 "
z ' �  6"
2 '  5 "
2 '  4 "
2 ' 3 "
1 '  1 / 2 "

0'101/z'  '

0 '  81/2"
0 ' 7 1 / 2 "

1 Wave (.)

1  7 ' . 1 0 ' '
1 6 ' � 0 "
1 4 ' 8 "
1 2 ' 9 "
1 1 ' � 1 0 "
9 ' 1 0 "
5 ' 7 "
5 ' 5 "
5 ' 3 "
) l

4 ' 1  1
4 ' 9 "
4 '  7 "
2 '  1 "
1 '  9 "
t 3

I J

2 Wave

35 ' �  8 '  '

3 2 ' 1 "
29' 4"
2 5 ' 6 "
2 3 '  8 '  '

1 9 ' 8 "
1 1 '  2 "
1 0 ' 1 0 "
1 0 ' 6 "
1 0 '  2 "
9 ' �10  "

9 ' 6 "
J I

4 '  2 "
3 ' 6 "
2 ' 1 0 "
2 ' 6 "

3 Wave

5 3 ' 5 "
48' 2"
4 3 ' 1 1 "
3 8 '  3 '  '

3 5 ' 6 "
2 9 '  6 '  '

1 6 ' � 1 0 "
1 6 ' 4 "
1 5 ' 9 "
t 3  J

1 4 ' 1  0  "

1 4 ' 5 "
1 4 ' 0 "
6 ' � 3 "
5 ' 2 "
4 '  4 "
3 ' � 8 "

6 Wave

1  0 6 ' 1  0 "
9 6 '  4 '  '

8 7 ' � 1 0 "
7 6 '  6 '  '

7 1 '  0 "
5 9 '  0 '  '

3 3 ' 8 "
3 2 ' 8 "
J l  o

3 0 ' 6 "
2 9 ' 8 "
2 B ' 1 0 "
2 8 ' � 0 "
12' 6"
1 0 ' 4 "
8 ' � 8 "
7 ' 4 "

12 Wave 18 Wave

2 1  3 ' 8 ' ' �
1 9 2 ' 8 "
1 7 5 ' 8 "
1  5 3 ' 0 '  '

142'�0"
1  1 8 ' 0 "
67 '  4 '  '  1  0 .1  '6 '  '

6 5 ' 4 "  9 8 ' 0 "
63 '0"  94 ' �6 "
6 1  ' 0 "  9 1  ' 6 "

5 9 ' 4 "  8 9 ' 0 "
5 7 ' 8 "  8 6 ' 6 "
5 6 ' 0 "  8 4 ' 0 "
2 5 ' 0 "  3 7 ' 6 "
2 0 ' 8 "  3 1  ' 0 "

1 7 ' 4 "  2 6 ' 0 "
1 4 ' � 8 "  2 2 ' 0 "

o
o
{
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o
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shown that 3 wires is optimum for most designs.
In addition to the skght extra gain, here is what

a three-wireJeg does for you:
1)The feed impedance of the rhombic goes down

from the 800 ohm region to approximately 600
ohms:

2) The broadband nature of the antenna gets
even better (i.e. it covers an increased frequency
range).

However, the increase in frequency range is
without regard to what happens with split-main-
lobes or an increase in some (usually unpredict-
able) sidelobes, so that factor may not prove to be
a "net" improvement at all.

Focus then on the 1 dB additional gain, and, the
lowered feed impedance. If the (now) 600 ohm
rhombic is terminated with some close value of
non-inductive (i.e. carbon) resistors, we have an
antenna which if double stacked ends up with a
parallel(ed) feed impedance of 300 ohms; which is

conveniently re-transformed to 75 ohms through
commonly available 300 ohm balanced to ?5 ohm
unbalanced transformers. This (following the di-
rections in diagram 15) is still a frequency--
sensitive matching network (because 1/2 wave-
length or multiples thereof determine that point),
but for single channel use, it has a nice (simple)
ring to it.

When you go to three wire-per-leg design, it is
important to follow a couple of design criteria:

l) AU Leg wires are exactlg the same length,
including the two that are respectively above 

-and

below the middle wire.
2) The wires fan-out as they head towards the

middle poles (#2 and #3) so that at the middle poles
theg are 9-lt feet aboae ondbel.out the normal (mid-
dle) wire.

3) The extra wires-perJeg (i.e. above and below
the respective normalized single wire) must con-
nect at the feeder-end to the normal single wire at

F

o

TABLE TU'().A M()RE BASIC DIMENSIONS

Dimensions given here are (with one exception) frequency sensi-
l ive. From Table Two, select the leg-length desired. From this table,
select the front to back distance (F/B in diagram 1 1 ) and the side to
side distance (S/S in diagram 11). Note F/B and S/S are rhombic
edge to rhombic edge ( i .e. wire perimeler lo wire perimeter) and are
not polefo pole spacings ( i .e. #1 to#4 IorF/Band #2 to #3 lor S/S).
See text for inslructions regarding back-setting poles proper dislance
lo al low antenna "tweeking".

The "Apex Angle" (angle "A" diagram 1 1 ) and the "Side Angte"
(angle ' '8" in diagram 1 I) are leg-length sensit ive but not frequency
sensit ive.

Channel

Angle "A"
Angle "B"

Three Waves
Per Leg

630
117"

Six Waves Twelve Waves
Per Leg Per Leg

Eighteen Waves
Per Leg

14"
'1660

F / B S/S

440
1 360

F lB  S /S

280
152"

FlB S/S F/B

2
3  ( ' )
4
5
6

100 MHz
7( ' )
8
I

10
1 1
1 2
1 3
14
30(.  )
50
70

9 1 '  0 "  5 5 ,  9 "
82 '  1 "  50 '  4 "
7 4 ' 1 1 "  4 5 ' t  1  "

6 5 '  3 "  4 0 '  0 , '
6 0 '  6 "  3 Z '  1 "
5 0 ' 3 "  3 0 , 1 0 "
28 '  8 "  17 '  7 "
27 '10"  17 '  j "
2 6 ' 9 "  1 6 '  5 "
2 6 ' 0 "  1 5 ' 1 1 , '
2 5 '  3 "  1 5 '  6 "
2 4 ' 7 "  . 1 5 '  1 ' ,
23 '11"  j4 '  8 "
10 '  7 "  6 '  6 "
8 ' 1 0 "  5 '  5 "
7 '  4 "  4 '  6 "
6 ' 3 "  3 ' 1 0 "

1 9 8 '  0 "  8 0 '  0 "' 1 7 8 ' � 8 "  7 2 ' 2 "
162 '11"  65 '10"
1 4 1 ' 1 1 "  5 7 ' 4 "
131 '  7 "  53 '  2 "
109 '  4 "  44 '  2 "
6 2 '  6 "  2 5 '  3 "
60' 8" 24' �  6"
58' 4" 23' �  7"
56' 6" 22'10"
5 5 '  1 "  2 2 '  3 "
54 '  5 "  21 '  7 "
5 2 ' 0 "  2 1 ' 0 "
23 '  1 "  9 '  4 "
1 9 ' 2 "  7 ' 9 "
t o  I  o  o

13'� 7" 5' 6"

414'  6"  103'  4"
373'� 9" 93'� 2"
351'  5"  85 ' �  0"
296'10"  74 '  0"
275'  5"  68 '  B"
228'11" 57' 1"
130'  8"  32 '  7"' 1 2 6 ' 8 "  3 1 ' 7 "
122' 4" 30' 6"'118'  4"  29 '  6"'115' �  0"  28 '  8"
112'  0"  27 '11"
l t  o  L t  I

48'  5"  12 '  1"
4 0 ' 1 "  1 0 ' � 0 "
33 '  9 "  8 '  5 "
28 '  5"  7 '  1"

201'�  6" 24' 9"
194 '  9 "  23 ' �11"
187 '  4 "  23 '  0 "' 1 8 1  ' 1 0 "  2 2 '  4 "
1 7 6 '  5 "  2 1 '  8 "
1 7 1 '  8 "  2 1 '  1 "
1 6 6 ' � 1 1 "  2 0 ' 6 "
74 '  8 "  9 '  2 "
6 1 '  9 "  7 '  7 "
51'�  7" 6'  4"
4 3 '  5 "  5 '  4 "

'  -  Compromise  f requency  fo r  respec t ive ly  LB,  HB or  UHF
designs.

Note that as the leg length increases, the apex angle decreases
and the side angle increases. This results in a longer, skinnier an-
lenna as the individual leg antenna lobes come closer and closer to
the tangent point of the individual leg wires. The front (azimuth) lobe
of the rhombic also decreases ( in width) resul l ing in more precise
forward pattern directivity as lhe antenna size increases. offsetting
this desirable feature is a lendency lor minor (non-desired) lobes to
pop up at unexpected points.
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the strain-insulator, and, at the termination leg at
the strain insulator. Because, all wires must be the
same length, it follows that the wires above and
below the normal single wire will, at the side sup-
port poles, be closer to the center of the rhombus
than the single wire. See diagram 17.

Infinite Front To Back Ratio

The individual antenna construction layouts and
their assoeiated tables list various leg lengths and
apex angles for various amounts of gain. As
touched upon briefly earlier, in practice front-to-
back ratios of the high 20's to the low 30's (in dB)
are real:tzeabl.e in normal installations.

In theorg, it is possible to have an infinite front-
to-back ratio with a termi,nated rhombic. This is
possible only at the design frequencg, however,
because the ability to achieve an "infinite front to
back ratio" depends upon the leg lengths being an
odd multiple of a quarter wavelength in overall
length. For example,l/2wave and full wave multi-
ples of the wavelength are considered euen mulli-
ples of the quarter wavelength, while l/4, 3/4,
t-I/4 and so on are considered odd multiples.

Therefore, for onE of the dimensions given,
there is a notation of the length of the leg for the
table-given-data, and then a second column indi-
cating the leg length for the same general-size
antenna for "infinite front-to-back" ratio. In this
column, we have provided the leg length as a func-
tion of the length at the nearest (larger) odd-
multiple of a quarter wavelength. We have not
corrected the other dimensions given for this con-
dition; the apex angle(s) remains as given for each
adjacent size (i.e. normalized) antenna; but the
pole #1 to pole #4 and pole #2 to pole #3 spacings

would move out slightly for the additional leg
length added for infinite (in theoryl front-to-back
rejection.

The actual amount of rejection, front to back,
which might be expected in a situation such as this
is in the mid 40's to low 50's (in dB); the exact
number will depend upon your cohstruction tech-

nd the surroundings.nrques and tne surroundlngs.
There is one other technique worth commenting

on, particularly because it mav have real practicalon, particularly because it may have real pract
applieations for CATV use. If vou should hanrapplications for CATV use. If you should happen,
on purpose, to decrease the front-of-rhombic ter-
mination impedance, bel,ow the proper value, you
will in turn create an on-purpose mis-match for
signals entering the antenna from the rear and
flowing (as a current) towards the termination.
This mis-match creates a refl.ection which cancels
out at the input end the residual response. There
is of course a balance point between Lowering the
front termination impedance (with its attendant
effects on the downline match and power trans-
fer), and the purposeful mis-match created to cre-
ate reflections for rear of antenna signal paths. If
you have a 6 wavelength or larger rhombic array,
you can often experimentally change out the ter-
minating impedance (checking both higher and
lower termination values in say 25-30 ohm steps)
whi.le simultaneously obseruing (1) the desired sig-
nal Ievel on a field strength meter, and, (2) the
co-channel pick-up from the rear of antenna source
on a TV receiver. Purposeful mis-matches of a
hundred ohms or more at the tertnination end will
cause the minor rhombic lobe to the rear to spl:it,
and then "steer" first one direction and then
another. By this technique, you may be able to"steer" the rear labe into a null in the direction of
the rear-of-antenna co-channel source, creating in
ercess of 50 dB of direction-sensitive pick-up af-
tenuat'ion reference the front lobe pattern. This
technique can usually be made to apply (through
termination value experimentation) to signals that
arc */- 20/25 degrees off of the direc[ly-to-the-
rear heading (i.e. 155 degrees through 205 degrees
with 0 degrees being the antenna's axis heading).

The Laport Rhombi,c

The ultimate in the rhombic art is a highly de-
veloped rhombic design created by Edmund A.
Laport of RCA in the late 1950's. There is no
special black magic in the design. Rather, Laport
has laboriously worked out the many hundreds of
computations associated with raw rhombic design
to effectuate a final design that does more f.or the
control of un-utonted sid,el,obes than any other
rhombic (and wire) antenna design ever offered.

Recall from basic antenna theory that the only
way one obtains superior forward gain is by (1)
reducing unwanted radiation in non-desired direc-
tions, and, (2) by narrowing the front horizontal
beamwidth of the antenna so that all of the gain is
"packed" into as narrow a beamwidth as possible.
The same general thesis dictates antenna design
for all microwave frequencies, and if there is a
comparitiue antenna to the Laport Rhombic, it
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DIAGRAM 18

would have to be the prime focus feed parabolic
utilized (for example) in the TVRO service at 4
GHz.

Laport Rhombics have been utilized with con-
siderable success by any number of services, al-
though they have not previously had wide expo-
sure to an industry group such as CATV. Amateur
radio operators have utilized the Laport Rhombic
to direct l44MHz signals to the moon, utilizing the
moon as a passive reflector for communication
with other amateurs here on earth. Very long haul
voice and data 99.9o/o "reliable" tropospheric
scatter circuits in the VHF range utilize the Laport
Rhombic for paths as long as 500 miles at 200 MHz
in various parts of the world. And at shortwave
frequencies, where they were first employed by
RCA Communications, Laport Rhombics standing
side by side stacked multi-wire-per-leg optimized
rhombics on the same trans-atlantic circuit at the
same time have proven to be 42-43o/o more effec-
tive than the best non-Laport Rhombic installa-
tions.

The Laport Rhombic construction is not compli-
cated, but to achieve the type of sidelobe control
(and therefore the gain theoretically possible) will
require more than the usual amount of "slap it
together" skill often practiced around CATV an-
tenna installation sites. Remember the Laport
Rhombic design is a refinement of all past Rhombic
experience and while it appears to the eye to have
a substantial design variation from a more normal-
ized rhombic eonfiguration, the secret of its per-
formance is not so much in the uniqueness of "a"

design as it is the care and pains the duplicator
goes to insure that his Laport Rhombic is as close
as hlmanly possible to th-e design parameters set
forth here.

The gain possible is 27 to 27.5 dB, reference a
dipole at the same height. Again, that is the equiv-
alent of an array of 64 12.0 dB gain yagis (or logs).

The other general parameters at the design fre-
quency are as follows:

Vertical beomuid.th (i.e. elevation beamwidth
either side of the axis line, which should be on the
horizon). . .6.0 degrees; horizontal beamwidth
(azimuth width at 3 dB points). . .11 degrees. Be-
cause the Laport Rhombic is usable over a fairly
wide frequency range, (Laport Rhombics in use at
RCA with a center design frequency of 8.5 MHz
cover the useful range of 5 to t2 MHz, or from Fo
of .59 to an Fo of 1.41) it is interesting to note what
happens at Fo (i.e. operating frequencies) as low
as .58(o/o) of the operating frequency and as high
as 1.41 (I4lo/o) of the operating frequency.

If we assume a design frequency of channel 2
(visual), or 55.25 MHz, channel 6 aural represents
an Fo of 1.58 (or 1580/o). The Laport Rhombic mag
be useful that far aboue the Fo, but there is no
readily available data to confirm nor deny this.
However, if we change the design frequency to
62.25 MHz (channel 3 visual is 61.25 MHz), we
have a 1.41 (1410/o) Fo of 87.77 MHz, or past the
channel 6 aural carrier frequency. At the same
time, our .58(o/o) Fo becomes 36.1 MHz, obviously
adequate to cover channel 2 visual at 55.25 MHz.

For high band, if we assume an Fo of. t75.25
MHz, we find that our 1.41 (141olo) Fo is 247 MHz;
well beyond the 215.75 MHz requirements of chan-
nel 13 aural.

Finally, for UHF if we assume an Fo of. 47I.25
MHz (channel 14 visual carrier), our 1.41 (141olo)
Fo becomes 664 MHz, or channel 43. However, if
we select an Fo of 630 MHz, our 1.41 Fo becomes
888 MHz (channel 83 visual is 885.25 MHz). And,
with a 630 MHz Fo, our .58 Fo becomes 365 MHz,
well below channel 14's visual carrier frequency of
411.25 MHz.
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k- DrsrANcE F/B --------------- {TABLE THREE _ LAPORT DIMENSI()NS

The Laport rhombic is shown in diagrams l8 through 18-B. Note
that each individual rhombic has four sides, and the four sides are
made up 0f lwo sets of equal legs. 0veral l ,  there are lour equal- length
legs in the two-stack rhombic, bul only two legs per stack are the
same length. This results in the front or nose being of lset as shown in
diagram 18 and 18-B. Leg lengths (11 and L2) are shown here, along
with the approximate front-to-back (F/B) and side-to-side dimen-
sions. Because the rhombrc requires six support poles (or seven i f
two are used at the front termination point),  we have side lo side
dimension Bk/Ss (the dimension between poles #2 and #3 in diagram
1 8-B) and side to side dimension FtlSs (the dimension between poles
#2-A and 3-A in diagram 1 8-B). We also have the dimension between
the two individual noses of the two stacks (dimension F/Nn in dia-
gram lS-B) .

Ll,  L2 and angle dimensions given here are exacl.  Dimensions
F/8, Bk/Ss, Ft lSs and F/Nn are approximate to serve as guides only
in determining your ground space requirements. The Laport rhombic
should be laid out ini t ial ly on 1/1Oth inch square graph paper, to
scale, for your own site. Construcl ion should begin by laying out the
antenna bearing l ine from pole 1 through 4 to the transmitter si te.
Then use a surveyors transit  to stake poles #2, 2-A, 3 and 3-A fol low-
ing  the  X and Y ang les  g iven.

Ang leX =  52 .2degrees
Ang leY =  37 .7degrees

Channel L1 L2 Approximate Approx. Approx. Approx,
F/B Bk/Ss Ft lss F/Nn

2 62 ' �  5 "  106 '10"  160 ' �  6 "
3  56 '  0 "  96 ' �  4 "  144 '  0 "
4  5 1 '  4 "  8 7 ' 1 0 "  1 3 1 ' 1 1  "

5  4 4 ' �  8 "  7 6 '  6 "  1 1 4 '  9 "
6  4 1 '  5 "  7 1 '  0 "  1 0 6 '  6 "

100 MHz 34 '  5 "  59 '  0 "  88 '  6 "
7  1 9 '  6 "  3 3 '  8 "  5 0 '  3 "
8  1 9 '  0 "  3 2 '  8 "  4 8 '  9 "
I  1 8 '  5 "  3 1 '  6 "  4 7 '  3 "

1 0  1 7 '  9 "  3 0 '  6 "  4 5 '  9 "
11 17' 3" 29' 8" 44' �  3"
12 16' 8" 28' �10" 42' 9"
13  t6 '  0 "  28 '  0 "  41 '  4 "
1 4  7 '  3 "  1 2 '  6 "  1 8 ' �  9 "
3 0  6 ' �  2 "  l 0 '  4 "  1 5 ' �  9 "
5 0  5 ' � 0 "  8 ' 8 " 1 2 ' � 9 "
7 0  4 '  5 "  7 '  4 "  1 1 '  3 "

57 '  1 "  71 '4 "  14 '  3 "
51 '  2"  64 '  0"  12 '10"
4 6 ' 1 1 "  5 8 '  8 "  1 1 '  9 "
40 '10 "  51 ' �  0 "  10 ' �  2 "
37 '10"  47 '  4"  9 '  6"
31 '6 "  39 '  4 "  7 ' � 10 "
17'10"  22 '  4"  4 '  6"
17 '  4"  21 '  8"  4 ' �  4"
1 6 ' 1 0 "  2 1 '  0 "  4 '  2 "
16 '  3 "  20 '  3 "  4 ' �  1 "
1 5 ' 9 "  1 9 ' 8 "  3 ' � 1 1 "
1 5 '  2 "  1 9 '  0 "  3 ' 1 0 "
1 4 '  8 "  1 B '  4 "  3 '  8 "
6 '  8 "  8 '  4 "  1 '  8 "
5 '  7 "  7 '  0 "  1 ' �  5 "
4 ' �  6 "  5 '  8 "  1 '  2 "
4 '  0 "  5 '  0 "  1 ' �  0 "

Leg length Ll is 3.5 wavelengths, leg lenglh L2 is 6.0 wave-
lenglhs.

a

Thus for our purposes here, we can design three
separate Laport Rhombics, one to cover low band,
one to cover high band, and one to cover UHF. See
table III here.

The Laport Rhombic design is shown in diagram
18. It requires some explanation, since in schem-
atic form it may oippear to be a double stack array
with an offset front end. That is not the case.

At the rear of the antenna, there are four legs
coverging, two on each side. Overall, there are
eight actual legs, but four of them are one length
(3.5 wavelength long at Fo)and the remaining four
are another length (6.0 wavelength at Fo). Note
that in both cases the total leg lengths are multi-
ples of L/2wavelengths, so the in-phase symmetry
is maintained.

With two 3.5 wavelength legs and two 6.0 wave-
length legs tied together at the rear feedpoint (i.e.
one each 3.5 and 6.0 wavelength leg to each of the
ceramic insulators), we in effect have placed in

T-
l . l

F3-A

DIAGRAM 188
parallel the two separate but equal rhombics at
the feedpoint.

The Laport Rhombic is an "equivalent" two wire
per Leg design, meaning the actual impedance is
lnwer than the single wire per leg 800 ohm variety,
but not as lnw as the afore mentioned three wire
per lcg variety. It turns out that the feed im-
pedance of each fourJeg-rhombic, because of the
influence of the companion four-leg rhombic, is
around 660 ohms. The front of each individual
rhombic is terminated, then, with an equivalent
resistance (series apuir of 330 ohm Solo carbon two
watt resistors). However, at the rear where two
descrete fourJeg-segments are joined for balanced
feeding, we have two 660 ohm impedance antennas
in parallel, which not suprisingly creates a bal-
anced feed at the antenna of 330 ohms. This is
sufficiently close to 300 ohms (100/o)to allow us to
hang a 300 ohm to 75 ohm balanced to unbalanced
transformer across the feed points and come out of
the Laport Rhombic with our desired 75 ohm un-
balanced line. Alternately, we could, f.eed the an-
tenna with a long length of 300 ohm open wire line
if we had a fair distance to go before getting to
pre-amplification and a coaxial network.

Because both four-leg segments are in the same
plane, there are going to be threepoinfs where the
same-plane wires will want to rub aguinst one
another. At these points you install a durable all-
w eather insulating sleeve over both of the wires,
tieing them down so that the wind and weather
don't move them about and leave the respective
leg wires shorting together at that point.

Again the caution of Laport. "All dimetni,ons,
and ongles must be as precise as possiblc to main-
tain sid"elnbe control". You will note that we are
d ealing with fractional angles (accurate in Laport's
instructions to.2 of a degree). This may be difficult
to duplicate preciselg in the field using less-than-
RCA construction techniques. It should go without
saying, -however, that very precise planning go
into such an array z/you expect to obtain the 27 dB
forward gain numbers experienced by Laport and
others, and that more than casual planning go into
the method by which the suspended legs witt be
held, in positinn under varying winds and ice load-
lng.

Four Is Better

Laport suggests the theoretical improvement of
a four-wire-perJeg quadruple-rhomboid system
(see diagram 19). The antenna would (in theory)
have in ercess of 30 dB gain and a front lobe
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DIAGRAM 19

rhombic as a transmitting antenna ("B") could be
expected to produce a re-radiated signal "power"

of *19 dBmV (roughly 1/100th of a volt). Allowing
for spread losses, it is conceivable that with an
identical rhombic at the antenna "C" (i.e. valley-
floor) receiving location, there might be as much
as -10 dBmV level possible at a distance of a mile,
decreasing to a level of -20 dBmV at a distance of
approximately two miles. In such a situation an-
tenna "B" should be directed douminto the desired
valley receiving location and antenna "C" should
be directed back "up" at the antenna "B" location.

If the theory behind all of this escapes you, try
this on for size. The first rhombic (receive rhombic"A") has gain, and because of the gain, it builds up
some known level of signal voltage across the feed
point. This signal voltage is transported to "trans-

mit" rhombic "B" through a piece of impedance-
matched-to-antennas low loss open wire line. The
second rhombic also has gain, and thus the signal"voltage" delivered is "amplified" by that gain,
and radiated in the forward direction. It is not
eractlg getting something for nothing, but it is
cl,ose.

There is no requirement that both antennas be
identical, although no pre-amplifiers, converters,
etc. may be introduced into the system unlcss you
are willing to go through the hassle of licensing the"system" as an "on-channel-booster". As long as
the "system" remains totally passive, no FCC
Iicense is required.
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pattern with 3 dB points under 6 degrees wide.
Apparently, although his March 1960 RCA Re-

uiew paper described this "Quad-Rhombic" such an
antenna had not been constructed and subsequent
interest in rhombics for its principal users (short-
wave communication paths) has waned since that
date because of the introduction of satellites for
trans-oceanic communication paths.

In theory, such an array would have a paralleled
feed impedance of around 140 ohms (balanced) at
the rear feed point.

RelnA Rhombi,c

Finally, there was a flurry of interest in a'passiue-boostet' ' system published in the April
1953 Rad:i,o Electronics magazine. As shown in dia-
gram 20 here, two rhombic antennas (each was
originally indicated to be common garden variety
rhombics, 4.5 wavelengths per leg on the design
channel) are connected "back-to-back" with a
length of 600 ohm open wire line. The principal
was that the substantial signal voltages developed
across the receiving rhombic were transferred
(less line loss and match loss) to the feed terminals
on a second rhombic, which re-radiated the signals"on channel" to yet a third antenna several miles
away.

As installed at a location 55 miles from Denver.
the signal voltage built up on the receiving an-
tenna ("A" in diagram 20) was sufficient to allow
reception up to a couple of miles further on by yet
a third rhombic.

Assuming the presence of *10 dBmV at the
receive terminals of antenna "A", less 3 dB of
transmission line and match loss in getting the
signal to antenna "B", & 4.5 wavelength per leg
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Noise As A Tool

As anyone who has "read" (or
calculated to be more exact)
signal-to-noise ratios with a field
strength meter is well aware,
noise is amplified by active
CATV equipment and can be
read on an FSM. . . if the level is
sufficiently high. Therefore a
system that has a broadband
noise source (i.e. a noise genera-
tor that covers the required
broadband spectrum), a field
strength meter and an accurate
signal generator can measure
FCC-required in-channel flat-
ness specifications without the
usual wagon-full of tag-along
equipment.

As noted last month (see Sep-
tenrber CATJ, page 46), we are
here in the process in a multi-
part-CATJ series to show you
how you can, on your own in
your own shop, construct all of
the test equipment required to
make the F0O-mandated tech-
nical compliance tests. The as-
sumption for this month's part
of the series is that you have an
FSM, and a signal generator. If
you do not have the signal gen-
erator portion, eome back again
next month and we'll show you
how to build one with sufficient
accuracy to handle that require-
ment as well.

Zener Diode Source

The heart of our broadband
noise generator is a fairly com-
mon variety of zener diode. A
zener diode, when biased prop-
erly, is one of the greatest noise
generators ever to come down
the pike. A couple of pre-
amplifer manufacturers have
discovered this fact when they
attempted to install zener di-
odes as protection devices in
their pre-amps, and found the
pre-amp noise figures promptly
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NOISE AS A MEASUREMENT TOOL
Another Test Equipment

Construction Project
From Steve Richey

went to the dickens in a hand
basket!

Sure that the world had at
least one super-zener-noise-
diode waiting to be discovered,
we set out to check out the noise
generating characteristics of
several dozen common (and not
so common) zener diodes. We
ended up selecting one of the
most common of all employed
units, the 1N758. This is a 100
mW 10 volt zener and it has the
capability of generating - 35
dBmV of wideband noise all by
itself without any after-
amplification. To boost that
level to a more suitable level for
our testing requirements, we
followed the 1N758 with 15 dB
of broadbanded amplifier using
the also common 2N3564 family
of bi-polar transistors.

As you can see from the photo
illustrations, the broadband
noise generator is constructed
in a mini-box with built-in AC
supply. The noise generator

proper is mounted on a small
piece of copper clad (PC) board.
When constructing the circuit,
short lead lengths are essential,
especially the emitter leads on
both transistors.

Although the 2N3564 (or
2N3563) transistor is about as
common as one can find in
CATV, they are not crucial to
the circuit. Any TO-39 configur-
ation CATV type transistor can
be substituted in the second
stage of the amplifier, and in a
pinch most types will also work
in the first amplifier stage. If
the unit is properly constructed,
the only alignment required
should be setting the 10K pot
for maximum noise output, as
measured with your FSM at
channel lS. After doing this, if
you have a way to check for
noise output versus broadband
output, you should find the level
at the output is */- 1.5 dB
maximum from 50 through 220
MHz.

BY S.K.  RICHEY
Richey Developmenl Corporation
0klahoma Cily, 0k. 73119
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IDEAL FOR FSM
CALIBRATION
EASIEST
CALIBRATOR
TO USE

Totally eliminates

U4dB-f8#Jfifi:

cumbersome tuning required
by competitive calibralors

SPECTRUM
CALIBRATOR
MODEL
260-B

$adclc0,lnG.
$adelG0,lnc,
$adGlGo,lnG.
Call/write for free color brochure

299 Park Ave., Weehawken, N.J.07087
Tel. 201 -866-091 2
Avallable in Canada. Comm-Plex Eleclronics Ltd.
General representative for Europe:
CATEC AG, Luzern, Switzerland, Habsburgerstr,22Tel. 041-22 65 01

Telex TELFI 78168

ffi
SPECIAL FEATURES:
o Exlremely Flat White Noise

generalor

o 73.5 MHz CW Reference
Generator

o Pulsed RF Reterence
Generator

o Precision Slep Altenualol
o Ni-Cad Battery Powered

a Calibrale field strength melers
o Determine peak reading errors
o Measure gain, loss, and response
o An accurate standard signal source

Available at major CATV Distributors

a
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TEXSCAN CATV TRAINING SEMINAR
DATE: SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 14 THROUGH WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER '17 ,1976

LOCATION:  H l -O tNN
ORLANDO,  FLORIDA

The seminar will provide training in the latest techniques for problem solving on a day
to day basis, as well as instruction in shop maintenance methods and proof of
performance. The following subjects will be covered.

The seminar, consisting of 40 hours of state-of-the-art instruction, will be conducted
by instructors from TEXSCAN and THETA-COM, with additional guest speakers
from various segments of the CATV industry.

(TUTTTON $125)

r SYSTEM DESIGN AND OPERATION
r CATASTROPHIC FAILURE ANALYSIS
r ANTENNA THEORY AND OPERATION

For additional information, call or write to:
RALEIGH STELLE
Director of Technical Training
2446 NORTH SHADELAND AVENUE
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46219
PHONE: 317-357-8781

r  CO-CHANNEL ELIMINATION PHASING
I FCC COMPLIANCE TESTING
r SPECTRUM ANALYSIS AND RAD|AT|ON

FUTURE SEMINARS ARE SCHEDULED FOR:

SAN FRANCISCO, CALTFORNIA JAN.
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA FEB.
DENVER, COLORADO MAR.
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S E L F  C O N T A I N E D  P O W E N  S U P P L Y

Test Procedures

If your processor has a kill
("squelch") circuit, or a standby
carrier that flips on when the
input signal drops below a pre-
determined point, it will be
necessary to defeat this cir-
cuit(s) before attempting noise-
analysis of the processor (this is
due to the low level of the noise
source and the lack of a descrete
frequency RF camier to key the
carrier control circuit 'on'). If
your processor is a heterodyne
type unit, it will also be neces-
sary to turn the sound control
all the way down (i.e. to mini-
mum sound carrier response or
level). Set up the system as
shown in diagram 2.

To check the in-channel re-
sponse flatness from the input
to the processor (at the head-
end) to one of the in-plant test
points will require two people,
and some form of communica-
tion between the two (a tele-
phone if one is available at both
ends of the circuit. otherwise
two-way radio).

DIAGRAM I

Step One - set up the signal
generator so that it is on the
proper input frequency (i.e.
visual carrier frequency minus
0.75 MHz, as verified by a
counter if necessary).

Step Tuo - Have the field-
end of the circuit locate that
carrier frequency on the FSM,
and determine the noise level at
that point (turn off signal "mar-

ker" generator). The signal gen-
erator output should be more or

less - 15 dBmV (to the proees-
sor), at the headend.

Step Three - Now have the
field end of the circuit slowly
tune the FSM up the channel
(i.e. towards the audio) making
written notations of the maxi-
mum and minimum levels found.

Step Four - While the field-
end of the circuit is tuning "up

the channel", the headend por-
tion of the test team should have
moued the signal generator to

INPUT TO SYSTEIM
{ P R O C E S S O R  I N P U T )
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the visual carrier frequency plzs
4.0 MHz (again, as verified by a
counter if necessary).

What we have done is use the
signal generator as a marker, to
identify the two "flatness edge-
points" which are minus 0.75
MHz and plus 4.0 MHz f.or the
channel in question (i.e. 175.25
MHz is channel 7 visual carrier
and minus .75 MHz is 174.5
MHz, while plus 4.0 MHz is
179.25 MHz.)The no'ise genera-
tor is our flnt reference signal,
carried from the processor input
through the plant to the test
point. Any out-of-flatness we
measure at the field test point
can be attributed to the lack of
flatness either at the headend.

or in the plant, or both. The
same technique will also work
for checking pre-amplifiers,
bandpass filters and so on,
either as part of the system or
as isolated sub-parts of the sys-
tem.

Other Uses

you can do a better job of check-
ing passive units that have deep
carrier or adjacent channel"notches". Several such displays
are shown here, taken in the
CATJ Lab utilizing the noise
generator described here as a
source and the Lab VSM-2 for"read-out".

The use ofa noise source for a
reference signal source versus
using a standard sweep is
largely a matter of re-adjuiting
your own mind to looking at a
fuzzy broad-display versus the
standard thin-line display of a
sweep. If you have become ac-
customed to a thin-line display,
y-our first reaction is probably
that you "can't see enough" with
the broader noise source dis-
play. Actually, you can see just
as much and if you have an ana-
lyzer available, with the log dis-
play you can see quite abit
more.

Lacking an analyzer, you ean
create the same type of "graphic

evidence" for a filter, etc. by us-
ing a field strength meter in
place of the analyzer. This re-
quires -you to (hand) "sweep-
tune" the FSM across the band
writing down the FSM "num-

bers" as you move through the
frequency range of the-chan-
nel(s)in question. Then transfer
the written numbers to a piece
of graph paper to create your
own "sweep-display" 

hard copy.'I 'nls ls rather extensivelv
covered by SADELCO in thL
manual for their Spectram Ana-
lgst; the originatoi of the broad-
band noise souree technique for
CATV tests.

Finally, the noise-source ap-
proach has one advantage over
sweeping, because there are no
line-power-related "sync" prob-
lems, the noise source can be
plugged into the system at any
point where you need a signal,
and the detection unit (an FSM
or spectrum analyzer) can be
plugged in at any further-
downstream point. Without the"sync-matching" requirement, a
noise source and a detection sys-
tem are actually considerably
more flexible for system sweep-
ing than a traditional (low cost)
sweep/detector system.

If you have a spectrum ana-
lyzer, the noise source will allow
you to "paint" a visual portrayal
of the response (in a log function
if your spectrum analyzer is so
equipped) of say a bandpass fil-
ter. This is much the same ap-
proach as you get with a sweep
source and a detector, but, with
the Log ?'esponse of an analyzer

F
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CUSTOMER ADDERS
BY ELECTROLINE

ELECTRoLINE solid-state CAW amptiliers have proven
themselves in hundreds ot CATV systems throughout
Norlh America in all types of weather and onvironments.
lf there is truly an "install and forget il" low-cost
customer-adder amplifier line, any place in the world,
ELECTRoLINE is it! Avaitabte through three U.S. repre-
senialives and tactory-direct in Canada.

ELE-I26-412 (n - a 50-300 MHz tilted resoonse in-tine
amplifier cable powered by 18-30 VAC or 30-60 VAC.
output power blocked; current load 1 5 mA. 1 2 dB gain at
216-300 MHz, 7 dB gain at channel 2. output capable
+34dBmVtor -STdBcross mod (12 channels). 10 dB
noise figure, 15 dB match, and hum-mod down 60 dB.
Just inserl in the (line-powered) feeder lino and it oper-
ates! Priced as low as $1 3.00 for .41 2 (with connectors)
and $11.00  fo r  "F" .

ELE-l15- a 40-300 MHz apartment/houss drop/mul
tiple oulput situation amplifisr powered by 1 I 7 VAC. 1 2
dB gain, 8 dB noise figure. output capable +34 dMbV
l0r -57 dB ( 1 2 channel) cross mod. Draws 1 wan of AC
power! Priced as low as $11.50.

11{ CANADA _ CAIL COLTECT
ELECTROII ltlE (Television Equipment Gompanyl

8762-8th Avenue, St. Michel
Montreal, Ouebec H1Z 2W4

1514t721-71621
Avaifabfs in USA trom: Jerry Conn & Assoclatos (tj7/269-8258); B.E. Duval Go.
(213/833-0951); Rtch Rtchmond (415/593-8886)
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The July (1976)issue of CATJ
reported on the status of Amer-
ica's newest electronic'play-toy'
(CB) and the impact that rapid
growth has been having on
CATV systems nationwide. Sev-
eral important events have
transpired since that report was
published, and the CATV indus-
try needs to be updated at this
time.

First of all, the Commission
late in July adopted a long pend-
ing rule making proposal which
increases the number of 10 kHz
wide channels for Class D CB
from the present 23 channels to
a new 40 channel total. This ex-
pansion of allocations for CB
was to become effective at mid-
night January 1, 1977. At the
same time, the FCC adopted
new, tighter, CB transeeiver op-
erational standards, primarily in
the area of permissible radiation
levels from the transmitter por-
tion, on frequencies above the
27 MHz Class D allocations.

Next the FCC released com-
piled results of a study prepared
by the FCC's Field Operations
Bureau which investigated tele-
vision and radio reception inter-
ference complaints during fiscal
year 1976 (ending June 30, 1976)
In that study, the FCC revealed
their offices received reception-
complaints from 80,816 sources
during the preceding 12 month
period, and the FOB determined
that 77o/o of all complaints re-
ceived were associated with CB
transmissions. The same studv
reveals that of the 80,816 intei-
ference complaints, 53,292 were
complaints of reception inter-
ference to telcuision services,
and that of these TVI com-
plaints, 83o/o were traced to CB
interferenee sources.

The same study broke out the
number of CATV system com-
plaints, i.e. the number of CATV
systems reporting CB TVI pro-
lems during the preceding 12
month period. A total of 373
CATV companies complained of
interference to the FCC
(roughly l2o/o of. all CATV sys-
tems), and of those 373 CATV
systems receiving interfer-
ences, 239 (640/ol of the com-

plaints were traced to CB trans-
mitter sources.

The latter number mav well
be one of those "tip of iceberg"
situations, based upon the re-
sults compiled at the CCOS-?6
(August) seminar held on the
CB-TVI problem. During the
course of this CCOS-76 seminar.
the 100* operators in atten-
dance were asked to raise their
hands if they have experienced
CB TVI at their systems. A
count indicated over 800/o of
those present had such prob-
lems. Diseussion during the
seminar indicated that most sys-
tem operators had never
"bothered" to file a complaint
with the FCC, primarily "be-

cause we knew the FCC has
their hands full and we felt we
might be able to handle it better
here".

One operator in southwestern
Missouri indicated he would
welcome any and all help, how-
ever. Dean Petersen of Carth-
age, Missouri reported "After

nearlg ten years of operating
our CATV sEstem from a head-
end that is in a typicallg rural
setting, we now lcarn that the
state highway department ?s
pknning a major interstate
highway interchonge alrnost
dead under our headend site.
We haue two concents.. . the
tremendous 'increases in auto-
mobil,e igruition u;hi,ch ue ccln efr-
pectfrom the netu highway, and
the fact that our distant channel
(Tulsa) antennas are going to
lnok right doum the highway
with the new routing. That
m,ezns CB'ers trauel:ing on the
highuay will haue o 'front door'
on our CATV o,ntennas, trying
to take channel 2 ond 6 off-atr
signals out of the noise and in-

CB INTERFERENCE II
New Channels &

Mike Cord Radiation

terference ouer 100 mil,e plus
paths. It will ldll us."

The expansion to 40 channels
means new trouble for CATV
systems with channel 6 off-air
signals at their headends. Until
the expansion, the second har-
monic problem (which affects
TV channel 2) and the third har-
monic problem (which affects
TV ehannel 5) has been annov-
ing enough. With the expansion,
the third harmonic region will
now cover the high (audio end)
of channel5 (see CATJ for July,
pages 18-19) plus the low (video
carrier) end of channel 6.

The new FCC requirements
for CB transmitter radiation
should help out this situation
somewhat, if they stick. The
FCC's approval of the channel
expansion was predicated on the
fact that CB transmitters type
accepted for sale after the effec-
tive date of the new channels
must conform to new, tighter
standards. The standards affect
not only the permissible levels
of second, third (etc.) harmonic
energy (i.e. they are reduced be-
Iow present values), but the
s tandards  a lso  a f fec t  the  CB
transceiver chassis radiation
Ievels to be permitted. It is the
Iatter measurement which is
giving the CB transceiver manu-
facturers "fits".

Back when the FCC was trv-
ing to get a handle on hout muih
chassis radiation to permit (see
July CATJ, pages 12-13), the
FCC was getting two widely di-
vergent inputs. The CB trans-
eeiver manufacturers wanted a"number" which they could live
with. To their way of thinking,
there were only so many desigri-
things they could do with the
typically mass-produced, open-
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RADAR
CABLE

TESTSETS
Visually SHOW CONDITION

ot TELEPHONE,
POWER and
CATV Cable

These l ightweight, easy-to-op-
erate test sets use the TDR
principle to accurately locate
both ordinary and hard-to-f ind
faults on a variety of cables.

FEATURES

.  Lightweight, portable.

. Rechargeable batteries
provide up to 5 hours
continuous operation.

. Detects water in cable, plus
opens, shorts, spl i ts and
resDli ts.

.  Usable by f ield technicians.

. Rugged construction.

Wilte or phonc
lor lrce lnlotmallon

James G. Biddle Co.
Plymouth Meeting, Pa. 19462

Phone: (215) 646-9200
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chassis transceiver to cut down
on radiation from the chassis it-
self. To go beyond a certain
point in radiation level would re-
quire that CB manufacturers
scrap all existing production
techniques and adopt newer,
more extensively - filtered
designs. The bottom line of this
was that the typical CB trans-
ceiver would go up in price, per-
haps by as much as 50o/o across
the board. Naturally the CB
manufacturers did not want to
be put into a position of having
to adopt standards which would
restrict their abilities to pro-
duce low-end (i.e. low cost,)
transceivers.

At the same time the broad-
cast interests, largely repre-
sented by the NAB, AMST and
others of a similar ilk, wanted
the CB transceivers to have
radiation levels so low that to
meet them the CB manufac-
turers would have had to build
the units into double-shielded
lead boxes! And as one astute
observer noted, the FCC's pres-
ent TV set (i.e local oscillator)
radiation standards are much
more lenient than the radiation
specs the broadcasters were
then proposing for CB trans-
ceivers. On the bottom line, if a
TV set's local oscillator can
radiate with a so many micro-
volts per meter signal level, and
be "legal", then why should CB
transceivers have had to meet a
standard that was more r igid
than that. Radiation, regardless
of its source, is radiation. And
the CB manufacturers were in-
censed that they should be
given the full burden of cleaning
up the environment.

So some standards for the
new sets were established. Only
someplace between the pro-
posed standards and the CB in-
dustry's support of those pro-
posed standards, and reality,
stood a new problem. Under the
standards the FCC adopted (and
which the CB manufacturers
largely supported as 'their ac-

ceptable numbers'), it turns out,
very few (probably none) of the
present CB transceivers can
comply. Or to put it another
way, the standards which the
CE manufacturers opted for,
and supported, in June and
July, turn out to be stondards
they connot meet. The big prob-
lem is with the microphone cord
when it is pulled taunt and held
up high above the radio on a test
stand, RF induced into the mike
cord cable radiates at levels
higher than the FCC standards
allow.

At the moment this suggests
that perhaps. . . just perhaps. . .
the January 1 start date for the
new channel expansion may not
come off as planned. Something
has got to give. . . either the CB
manufacturers discover some
breakthrough that allows them
to meet the standard they sup-
ported, or the FCC backs off on
the standard. AMST and NAB
are pushing the FCC to raise the
standards even higher, on "re-

consideration", so the pressures
are on at the FCC to not give in
to the CB manufacturer's prob-
lem.

All of this intra-industry
squabbling has not gone un-
noticed by the CB buying public.
When word leaked out that
there would be 40 channel
radios, sales on 23 channel
models fell off. Perhaps the rea-
son for the decline in sales was
not related to the expansion...
nobody can say for sure. But CB
license applications dropped
from a 500,000/600,000 per
month rate in May and June to
around 300,000 for the month of
August. Something happened
...that everyone agTees upon.

So the CB situation, as it im-
pacts upon CATV, and as it im-
pacts on the growing explosion
in "personal communications",
stays fluid, unpredictable and
difficult to categorize. If and
when it settles down, CATJ will
have additional reports.
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Counsel's Council

One might wonder where the
CAC phrase comes from, if one
had l i t t le  e lse  to  be  th ink ing
about at the time. I've heard so
many variations (including C O
C)  tha t  i t  m igh t  be  use fu l  to
clear the air on this point before
we look at the process and pro-
cedure.

The first "C" in CAC stands
for  Cab le  Te lev is ion  Bureau.
The "A" in CAC stands for Ap-
p l i ca t ion .  And f ina l l y  the  las t"C" in CAC stands for Certifi
cate. So what we have here is a
Cable Teleuision Application
[for a) Certificate.

The CAC procedure has an in-
teresting history as well. When
the Commiss ion  adopted  i t s
rules in 1972, there was no way
for the Commission to insur-e
that the various rules relating to
access, signal carriage, franchis-
ing, technical standards and so
on were  go ing  to  be  compl ied
with. The Commission had first
attempted to get Congress to
gran t  them the  au thor i ty  to
assess fines and forfeitures for
cab le  te lev is ion  back  in  1971.
But  when tha t  fa i led ,  a t  tha t
time, they then had to look for
some other way to "insure com-
pliance". Thus the CAC process
was "invented".

Now other wards of the Com-
mission have something called
licenses. But the FCC felt that
because the 1934 Communica-
t ions  Ac t  express ly  p roh ib i ts
them from "licensing receivers"
that they would do well to stay
c lear  o f  the  phrase " l i cense"

wi th  CATV sys tems.  So the
phrase "certificate" surfaced.

It is worth noting that in the
Gr id ley  case now before  the
Commission, we have gotten the
Commission to admit for the
first time that a "certificate" is
really a "license" after all, that
the  c lever  p lay  on  words  a t -
tempted in 1972 was really just
tha t .  Th is  has  been one o f  the

IFYOUCAN'TBEAT'EM. . .
Preparing Your House

For March 1977

most significant outgrowths of
the Gridley Test Case to date,
although it hardly can be called
a victory. At the best we have
an agreement  o f  te rms,  and
hopefully when the Gridley Test
Case f inal ly f inds i ts way into
court, that agreement of terms
will be useful to us.

Now one of the key elements
o f  the  CAC app l ica t ion  is  the
franchise; your franchise to op-
erate in your town, city or rural
area. For the Commission's pur-
poses a franchise does not have
to be a franchise. That is, it can
be called any number of things,
and in fact it doesn't even have
to have a name at all. It can be a
permit, an ordinance with a per-
mit, a right of way agreement,
and so on. A franchise is a word
of "convenience" in the FCC's
rules, and in fact the rules state
that you shall have "a franchise
or other appropriate authoriza-
tion. . ." So uhateaer it rs that
allows you to do (cable) business
in  your  communi ty  .  .  . tha t  i s
u;hat the Commissi,on is talhing
about.

In those states that now have
state CATV regulation we are
.then talking about not one but
two separate "appropriate au-
thorizations", one from the local
level and one from the state
level. What the Commission is
asking for is that "paekage of
paper", however it is made up
that you must have locally be-
fore you can start  str inging
wire, or hooking up customers.
And the rules at the Commis-
sion apply to that total"package
of paper".

This is Part 0ne of a several part CATJ series prepared from audio-tapes of the CCoS-76 Seminar on Preparing For March 1977 (and completing FCC
Certif icate of Compliance applications). The subsequent portions of this series wil l continue in November, December and January CATJ.

With this seminar session, CATA supplied a detailed Seminar Workbook. As announced between pages 8 and 9 of this issue of CATJ, there wil l be a
series of regionalized "Mini-CC0S" meelings throughout the United States during this same period. The best way lor you to have your own queslions
answered is to attend the "Mini-CCoS" when it is in your area. Lacking that opportunity, you may Jind the audio-tape-transcripts (in edited Jorm) as
reported here in CATJ plus the CC0S Seminar workbooks will answer many of your own system questions. Note that "Mini-CC0S" meetings will have
limited registration, and lhat registrati0n is being handled in advance of the meetings only.

We really have several differ-
ent types of systems, when we
begin to talk about meeting the
requirements of the CAC pro-
cess. And within some of these"ca tegor ies"  we have sub-
categories as well. For example:

l) New Sgstems (constructed
af te r  March  31 ,  1972)  -  these
systems must comply with all of
the L972 rules from day one;

2) Pre 1972 SEstems (con-
s t ruc ted  pr io r  to  March  31 ,
L972) - These are the so-called
Grandfathered Systems, which
as  o f  r igh t  now must  have fu l l
compliance with the 1972 rules
by March 31,1977;

3) Pre 1972 Systems With In-
terim Franchise Erpiration
(systems constructed prior to
March 31, 1972 but whose fran-
chise has expired or will expire
pr io r  to  March  31 ,  1977)  -  I f
you have such a system, techni-
ca l l y  you  shou ld  have gone
through the  CAC process  o l -
ready. In theory you should
have gone to the Commission by
now. Technical ly,  gou are al-
ready in uiolat ion of the Com-
mission's rules if you renewed
your franchise but did, not go to
the Commission for a CAC;

4) Fronchised But Not Oper-
at ing Pre 1972 (systems that
had local authority to construct
pr io r  to  March  31 ,  1972,  bu t
which had not begun operation
by that date) - Again, techni-
cally, you should have gone to
the Commission and asked for a
CAC based upon what the Com-
mission terms "substantial com-
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A NEW IDEA FOR RADIATION TESTING

An ST- ' l  s ignal t ransmi t ter  bo l ts  in to your  headend,  and produces an easi ly  ident i f iab le s ignal  a t  any f requency f rom
86 to 110 MHz.  The s ignal  can be e i ther  FM modulated at  1  KHz or  FM warb led,  l ike a cuckoo c lock.  The cuckoo
signal can be easily recognized even in a noisy environment. A standard FM radio is then used as a receiver. The
sensi t iv i ty  0 f  the system depends on the qual i ty  oJ the radio you purchase.

The unique part of the ST-1 is the AM modulation. FM receivers have been used effectively before, but they had
trouble locating the exact break or leak because the FM receiver went into l imit ing. The ST-1 automatical ly steps 25
dB in  5 dB steps.  When you are away f rom the t rouble spot ,  you hear  only  the h igher  levels .  The c loser  you get ,  the
more levels  you hear ,  and the louder  the s ignal  gets .

Using FM radi0s lets y0u equip severalvehicles for leakage patr0l l ing at a relatively low cost. This is a f ield proven
system that is fantastical ly effective. The best part is that the ST-1 costs only $295.00, and delivery is two weeks.
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OMMUNICAT IONS.  INC .  53  N .SECOND AVE.  BEECH G t rOVE,  IND IANA 441O7
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Heterodyne Processor for os low qs $380 on chonnel !
Modular design - Double balanced mixer in and out - No band pass fi l ters
needed at output - Gain 80db - ADJ: Ch rejection 55db - Keyed AGC
range 70db - Seperate audio lF Noise f igure 4db - Max outpur +60dbmv
7 in.  rack

CONVERTED CHANNEL
$435

U H F  I N P U T
$475

A C T I V E  D I R E C T I O N A L  T A P S  l r - r r r - r r r r r r r r r r - r r r r
I  R ICHEY DEVELOPMENT CORP.
: 1436 S.W. 44thr 1436 S.W. 44th
!  Oklahoma Ci tv .oma C i t y ,  OK 73119

PLEASE ENTER M D-1 cH- rN cH-our
MY ORDER Ar -1  odb- rodb-14db-
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pliance". Obviously, if you got
your franchise pr ior to March
31,1972 (the effect ive date of
the  new ru les) ,  there  was no
way you could have known what
the new rules said or required in
the way of franchise complianee.
Recognizing this, the Commis-
sion set up a'short-form' eertifi-
ca t ing  process  where in  they
granted you a certificate to op-
erate only until March 31, L977,
prov ided your  p re-March  (31)
1972 franchise was in 'substan-

b ia l  compl iance 'w i th  the  new
rules.

The basis for sueh short-form
cert i f icates was that i f  your
franchise 'looked reasonable',
that is it was not 'way out in left
field', the FCC would put its
stamp of approval on i t  for a
CAC (so you could go ahead and
construct the system and begin
operating without having to go
back for a new or modified fran-
chise), and operate until March
31,1977 with that CAC. But at
tha t  t ime,  l i ke  o ther  "g rand-

fathered systems" you would be
required to return to the Com-

mission for a "full eompliance"
CAC with a "ful l  compl iance"
franchise.

Some people believe that they
have unt i l  their  f ranchise ex-
pires with such 'substantial com-
pliance'CAC's before they have
to  re tu rn  to  the  Commiss ion .
This is not trae. You have until
March 3I,  t977, even i f  your
franchise runs beyond that date.

Automatic Renewals

F loor  ques t ion :  "We haue a
franchise with an automatic re-
newal clause. How are ute af-
fected?""This will not fly at the FCC
because at any franchise renew-
al there must be a full public
proceeding, offering due proeess
before the franchise renewal can
be granted. The Commission
will not accept a franchise that
al lows the operator to simply
f i le a let ter with the local au-
thority stating in effect 'I am ex-
ercising my option to renew this
franchise.'Anytime there is any
renewal of your franchise, any

change in  your  f ranch ise ,  o r  a
new f ranch ise  gran ted ,  there
must  be  a  fu l l  pub l i c  p roeeed-
ing."

There  is  a  spec ia l  t ype  o f
problem in some states, such as
Iowa, which are known techni-
ca l l y  as  'Code Sta tes ' .  Here
there are provisions for referen-
dums,  tha t  i s ,  there  is  a  s ta te
rule that says that before a local
authority can grant you a fran-
chise for "a term of years", the
matter must be brought before
the local population in a referen-
dum vote .  The key  phrase in
sueh s ta te  ru les  i s  " te rm o f
years", and in most states this is
genera l l y  a  twenty - f i ve  year
term.

Now first of all, the twenty-
f i ve  years  i s  genera l l y  no t  ac-
ceptable at the Commission, so
that has to be knocked back to
fifteen years.

There is another rule in most"Code States" which states that
you can obtain a franchise or
agreement with a local authori
ty, sort of in perpetuity, which
gives your franchise or permit a
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Now you can quickly and accurately isolate cable
faults that might impair your CATV system's
performance. Avantek's CA-100A Cable Fault
l,ocater will identify those shorts, opens, crimps and
parted center conductors as well as detect unauthorized
drops.

No delicate lab instrument, this TDR ie ready to be
a system maintenance workhorse with its rugged
construction, portability and internal batteries that
allow over seven hours operation in the field between
recharges.

The technician will appreciate the ease ofoperating
the CA-100A. Without requiring time consuming
calculations or conversions, the CA-100A will scan

across 4,000 feet of cable, locating faults to within
+170 accuracy!

But perhaps the best feature ofthe CA-100A is its low
price of $975. You could pay up to three times more
for one-third the accuracy in other TDR's.

Contact Avantek or one of our representatives for a
demonstration in your system. The CA-100A could
be that "no fault" insurance you have been looking for.

CALIFORNIA & HAlYAll: B.E. Ouval Company,2131833-0951; SOUTH-
EAST: John Weeks & Associates, 404/963-7870; NORTHEAST: Douglas
C. Will iamson Associates, 201/337-6330: NORTHWEST: Cable Market
Specialists, lnc., 206/822-41 13.
All other areas: contact Avantek, 408/249-0700.
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"year-to-year" term. In this sort
of arrangement, the theory is
that every year the local author-
ity "coul.d, take it away from
you" if they wanted to do so
(most of these are not called
franchises, but rather are called
permits). The reason local au-
thorities have taken this ap-
proach is that they wanted to
get away from (or around) the
state codes that require referen-
dums for everything from cable
to garbage collection "fran-

chises".
Now it is interesting to note

tha t  the  Commiss ion  has  ac-
cepted  these permi ts ,  fo r  a
CAC, but with conditions:

1) That you obtained the per-
mit initially in a full public pro-
ceeding, affording proper due
process, before an open, regular
meeting of the city council, town
board or whatever;

2 )  That  in  the  process  o f
g ran t ing  you th is  permi t  the
Iocal authority studied your fi
nanc ia l  qua l i f i ca t ions ,  your
technical qualifications, and so
on;

3) And that inspite of the fact

that your "permit" is in perpetu-
i ty,  the Commission wi l l  only
grant you the CAC for a L5 year
term.

Now the 15 year CAC term is
for a reason. The Commission is
saying that while the franchise
or permit  in theory can be re-
voked a t  any  o f  the  annua l  re -
newals, they want to be assured
that no less often than once
every  15  years  there  w i l l  be  a
full public proceeding with due
process afforded. The whole
Commission concept is to insure
that the public does have some
say, even if only every 15 years,
in the way the franchise is
granted and administered. The
classic no-no example is a 99
year franchise.

Renewing Now or Soon?

Now le t ' s  suppose you are
presently facing a renewal, that
is ,  your  p resent  f ranch ise  is
about to run out and you want to
keep your skirts clean with the
FCC. You are supposed to notify
the  Commiss ion ,  th rough the
Cab le  Te lev is ion  Bureau.  30

days or more pr ior to the ex-
piration of your franchise that
your franchise is expiring and
that you are "in the process of
renewing and mod i fy ing  the
franchise for submission to the
Commission". Then the Commis-
sion should come back to you
with a letter granting you a 90
day "ex tens ion"  on  your  CAC
(with new franchise attached)
filing date. You haue to ask for
this ertension, however, in your
notification letter, ond you haue
to state that as soon os the fron-
ch'ise re-working is complcted,
you will file your CAC applica-
tion.

At the end of 90 days, if you
still have not gotten your new
franchise the situation may get
a little touchy. Of course there
are legitimate situations where
it cannot be completed, but the
Commission has been burned by
the procedure a few t imes by
people simply trying to stretch
out their  f i l ing dates "a l i t t le
longer", so they are suspicious
when a second request for an ex-
tension comes in.

I f  you f i le such a request,

The quality of LRC connectors compared to other con'
nectors has made the cost/performance value of LRC
connectors virtually irresistible. CATV CONNECTORS
lS OUR BUSINESS.  We be l ieve  our  advancements  in
the CATV connector industry are unsurpassed. Many
manufacturers have cooied our ideas. However, we
know we maintain the highesi performance standards
in  the  indus t ry .  The t ime has  come to  make the  LRC
compa rison.

How many of these fealures does your
present connector have?

Features LRC vs. Others

1. 6262 Alrninum l0r C0rr0si0n nesistance
2. Stainless Steel Radialion Sleeyes
3. Positive St0ps (l{0 T0rque Wrenches 0r

Special Tools)
4. Size (tasy Assembly)
5. C0ntr0lled o{ing Compression (P0silive Seal)
6. Captive Parts
7. neusable (Cannot overtighten)
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t carrying capacity.
'IF, lt 's really new ' . .- - :

I really efficient . . .
real ly  economical !  Phone

of pickup body, so
there is  v i r tual ly

no loss in  load-
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Call the CATV Connector Specialists.

I R C  E L E c r R o N r c s ,  r N c .
9Or SOUTH AVE., HORSEHEAOS, t{.Y.1t18a5 PHONE @t-73$34'6
AVAI!AA!E lil EUnOP€ TARU: Electo $rvice X.v., Xl.ine ilieuwendijk 40, I 28m Machelen. Selgiom DUnn EU, englneering, ins

Phone712/852-2611 . Broadway (Hwy.4) South
Emmetsburg, lowa 50536

lT'S UB UP and AWAY
with all new
telescoping

DUts"AW^
Now you can have a telescoping
one man aer ia l  bucket  l i f t  that
mounts in  a p ickup!  New PT-3O

has  nomina l  30 'wo rk ing
height  wi th 15 '  reach

, .  over  s ide.  Mounts at  f ront

or write today for all the details.
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make certain you do this at least
30 days priar to the expiration
of your present franchise and
make certain you state that you
are "in the process of negotiat-
ing for a renewal of your fran-
chise".

Whol.e Versus Part

March 31, L977 does one thing
that hurts every operator who
has a franchise that runs beyond
that date. It might require
opening up your franchise prior
to its normal and natural expira-
tion date. This creates a situa-
tion which CATA is dealing with
in  a  ru le  mak ing  pe t i t ion  cur -
rently before the Commission,
the so-cal led Hugo si tuat ion.
Now actually Hugo (it turns out)
was up for f ranchise renewal
anyltow, and the old system op-
erators were before the city for
a renewal on just normal renew-
al proceedings. But there have
been o ther  s i tua t ions  where
during the course of seeking
modif icat ions to an exist ing
franchise, prior to its natural ex-
piration date, the existing oper-

ator was faced with one or more
competing applications filed by
others desirous of the franchise.
This has coined the phrase
"Franchise Raiding", and this
understandably has many oper-
ators with unpaid mortgages a
bit worried.

The first thing you need to un-
derstand is that the 1977 modifi-
cat ions do not require you to
start all over again with a
totallg new franchise, except in
the very rarest of situations.
The Commission's rules simply
state that your franchise must
be in eomplianee with the Com-
mission's franchise standards in
76.31. There u)ere seven such
standards but with the recent
relaxat ion of the rate making
procedure ,  there  are  now s ix
s tandards  remain ing .  There-
fore, what you need to do is to
take your present franchise and
lay it side by side the require-
ments  o f  76 .31  (a )  and (b )  and
determine where your franchise
is at var iance with the provi-
sions found there.

For  example ,  le t ' s  assume
your franchise does not haue a

provision which requires you to
have a "local cable office" (76.31
tal t5l). In this one standard-
area, your franchise is "out of
spec". So what you need to do
here  is  to  amend the  ex is t ing
franchise or permit  so that i t
specifies that you do in fact have
a local office.

This does not mean that your
local franchising authority must
open up the whole or total fran-
chise to accomplish this change.
There  is  no  requ i rement  tha t
the local authority open up the
franchise for new bids or
bidders. You have a franchise,
permi t  o r  whatever  tha t  says
you have a  r igh t  to  be  do ing
(cable) business in your town.
That portinn of your fronchise,
permi t  o r  whatever ,  must  be
hel.d, intact by you and by your
attorney if you use one, and by
the city attorney, as you work
th rough the  mod i f i ca t ions  or
amendments you need to make.
Don't jeopardize that key lan-
guage wh ich  gran ted  you the
right to be in the cable business
in your town. Work around it, or
through it, or over it. But leave

ANNOUNCING
THE ORIGINAT

Protect your personnel with the original
SNAKEBITE FREEZE. Rugged, compact
resealable and waterproof. ONLY $1O.gS ea.

CONTACT DAVCO TODAY

Dovco
Electronics Cotp.

Phone (5011 793-3816 - P.O. Box 861
Batesville, Arkansas, 72501
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lmprove System Specs.!

lnstall Broadband's "MOO-KITS

and improve you. amps the follov/.
ing  way:
'N .F . :  3 -4dB lmProvement  @ 220

MHz
'XMOD:  G10 dB lmprovement  (12

ch. )'Oulput Capabil i ly: 3-5 dB lmprove-
men l  (12  Ch. )'Bandwidth:From 216- 240 MHz mrn.
(SA-l thru 5A-6)

Kits Available Now:
SA Series Ameco "P" Series
"T" Line (TML) Delta-Benco

SL Series

Kits Coming Soon:
Cascade Coral lv ikoa
C-COR Kaiser/Theta Com

Write or cal l  for comolete information

535 E. Indianlown Road
Jupiler, Florida 33458

(30s) 747-s000
Toll frec (800) 327-6690*n:,
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GATADIATS!

NO IMPORT
PROBLEMS OR
DEIAYS.
For high quality CATV products backed
by re l iab le  serv ice ,  o rder  f  rom .  .  .
COMM.PLEX ELECTRONICS LTD.

DISTRIBUTORS OF:

C0RAL . KAY ELEMETRIC . SADELCO o MICROWAVE FILTER o
TRIPLE CROWN ELECTR0NIGS o PHASEC0M . T0MC0 o MID
STATE C0MMUNICATIONS . CCS HATFIELD o VITEK

For Free Catalogue and Information
Call Your Comm-Plex Representative in Canada

Montteal
Tel: (514) 341-7440
Telex: 05-826795

A

Toronlo
Tel: (416) 449-6263
Telex: 06-966599
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Tel: (902) 423-7740

Vancouvol
Tel: (604) 437-6122
Telex: 04-354878
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it intact.
Now there is a complication in

all of this. If in fact there is one
or more others (or groups) de-
sirous of getting your franchise,
and they  be l ieve  they  see the
opportunity to do this while you
are  be fore  the  loca l  au thor i ty
seeking modifications or amend-
ments, you have to be very care-
fu l  w i th  how you a l low the
amendments to proceed. If your
franchise is way out of line with
the FCC standards, there may
come a  po in t  in  the  meet ings
and d iscuss ions  where  some-
body proposes  tha t  the  who le
franchise be thrown out, as too
unworkable for amendment, and
they may suggest "starting all
over". That is the red flng. It is a
matter of local law, local rules
and local authority to determine
when such a point comes up. At
some po in t  the  c i ty  a t to rney
may say "We haue so amended
and so modified thi,s original
franchise (permit, ete.) that as a
contract it has nou,t been abbro-
gated; or destroged. We nre go-
ing to haue to change it so much
that in the end it lutU not euen

look l ike the i ,nstrument ute
s tar ted  u i th , "  Th is  i s  a  very
dangerous situation, and this is
where  the  tab les  can tu rn  on
you very quickly if you are not
prepared to stop the tide.

This is a local question. It de-
pends largely on the state laws
governing the city or town, the
charter for the community, and
the way the local city attorney
adv ises  the  counc i l  o r  board .
There is a point where the char-
acter of the franchise or permit
changes to the point where they
feel they must re-write from the
ground up. And if they do that,
then th is  i s  where  they  cou ld
call for new bids for a new fran-
chise; having reached the point
where they believe the old fran-
chise has been abbrogated or de-
s t royed by  the  mod i f i ca t ions .
This is a very sticky point, and
you are  we l l  adv ised to  be
watching for it and to have local
counsel you can count on to keep
the modifications procedure
f rom reach ing  th is  po in t .  I f
there are others after your fran-
chise, you can be sure they may
be working just as hard to get

you into that posture.

Protectiae Publi,c Hearing

The requirement that all such
fronchise questions be decid,ed
in publ:ic hearing or meeting. Is
there not a n'reaslrre of protec-
ti,on for the eristing operatorin
such a procedure?"

"The public hearing affects
everything you want to do or
need to do. Let's take the
situation where only one provi-
sion, the local office require-
ment, has to be added to the
franchise."

This has to be done at a full
public hearing afffording the
citizens, the town and you due
process. It is a big mistake to go
to the city council or county
board and get your franchise
amended at one of those quickie
midnight meetings at the local
cafe. First of all, if the Commis-
finds out about this handling of
the amendment. it is curtains
for your CAC. If you have
somebody around who wants to
cause you trouble, and they find
out about it, you can be sure
the Commission will also find

The
ULTIMATE

time/weather
origination

package
Compact  (1  4  inches  h igh ,  28  inches  w ide ,  23  inches  deep) ,  low
cost  ($1995.00 . ) ,  th i rd  genera t ion  f ie ld  p roven vers ion  o f  the
most  popu lar  CATV t ime/weather  o r ig ina t ion  package in  the
indus t ry .  D isp lays  t ime,  tempera ture ,  baromet r ic  p ressure ,  w ind
ve loc i ty ,  w ind  d i rec t ion ,  p lus  d isp lays  four  card  spots .  Sony
AVC-1 400 (2:1) interlace camera. Designed tor 24 hour per day
opera t ion ,  and a  min imum of  ma in tenance.

*  De luxe  Texas  E lec t ron ics  ins t rumenta t ion  ava i lab le  a t
s l igh t  add i t iona l  cos t .

WEATHER SCAN
Loop 132 - Throckmorton Highway

Olney, Texas 76374 - (817/564-5688)
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out.
Local as. Federal Pre-Empti.on

Floor question: "I cannot
understand how the federal
gouernrnent can, step into mg
contract with my citE, a priuate
contract, a lngal contract still in
force. Itluls e twenty fiue year
contract. So far the citg has
l:iaed up to their responsibiktics
and so haue I. The contract is
ualid, ond in no lncal donger of
being destroged. Nou the FCC
cornes abng and tells both of us
thatportions of our contract are
pre-empted, and must be re-
uritten to federal guid,el:ines.
Can you enplnin to me how this
can be done to me, and mg citg?""In theory, federal regulat-
tions (as adopted by a federal
regulatory agency) have the
same force as law. If they are
pre-emptive regulations, which
is the case the Commission
claims with the cable television
rules, then they do indeed have
the power to pre-empt local or
state law."

It may be easier to think of
this in terms of a non-cable
situation. since the emotions of

the cable situation cloud the
issue. Let's assume you have a
contract with a city or county to
build and operate a strip mine
there. And then a federal law
comes along outlawing strip
mining. That is the end of your
Iocal strip mine and that is the
end of your contract with your
city or county. And the courts
have time and time again upheld
this type of pre-emptive power
of the federal government.

However. and here is where
the cable emotion enters the
picture, this procedure becomes
more questionable with the
FCC's cable television rules
because of the very shakey base
that the Commission has utilized
to write and enforce the cable
rules. The jurisdjetion base for
the cable rules iS at best 50-50.
The decision, when there ulti-
mately is one in the courts,
could go either way. When Kyle
Moore first came along with the
jurisdictional question in the
pending Gridley, Kansas case,
the instant reaction at the Cable
Bureau was "Hey look here at
what this crazy Kyle Moore and
his co-horts are doing! There is

no chance that CATA will win
this case."

The current belief is that it
can go either way. . . if it can get
into a court of law. The Commis-
sion is plainly worried about this
case and the question you ask is
at the root of their concern.

Constont Compl:innce

Floor question: "If your fran-
chise states that it is continu-
ouslg compatibl,e with the FCC
rulcs, that is it hos lnnguage in
there which states that when-
euer the FCC changes the tales
the Local ordinance where in
conflict cornes 'into complinnce,
whg should, I haae to go baclc
formally before the lncal wtthor-
ities for modifi,cati,ons to the
franchise? I haue tenmore years
to ran on the fronchise ond I am
not anrious to go back at this
time, if I con help it. The city hos
alreadg gronted the FCC carte
blnnche rights."

"In theory, yes you are right.
In practice, you are not home
free." Section 76.31 (a) (6) says
any franchise is supposed to
have a provision in it which
states that the franchise will be
modified to satisfy new FCC
requirements within one year of
passage of any new rule or an
amendment of an old one, by the
Commission.

There are a lot of cities that
balk at this provision. If some-
one has some difficulty with the
local city accepting that kind of
delegation of local authority to a
federal body, the best advice is
to "not fight city hall". In other
words, let the city pass the
ordinance without that proui-
sinn in there if they are deter-
mined to do so, and don't worry
too much about it. The Commis-
sion recognizes they are on very
thin ground here, and to date
they have not made a big deal
about that provision missing
from the franchise instrument.

"In your own franchise, you
apparently have a question
about it complying as it now
stands. Is your problem a'term
problem'?

Floor answer: "Yes, the initinl
term was tutentg gears and we

I
(J

A SINGLE SOURCE....
A COMPLETE LINE....
Al I you r CATV test eq u i p-
ment requirements.

I  SIGNAL LEVEL MEASUREMENT
r SPECTRUM ANALYSIS
r SIMULTANEOUS SWEEP
r BENCH TEST SETS
r RADIATION MEASUREMENT
r DISPLAY OSCI LLOSCOPES
I ATTENUATORS. FILTERS. DETECTORS
r  TECHNICAL TRAINING

For additional information, Call or Write:

TEXSCAN CORP.
2446 North Shadeland Avenue
f ndianapolis, Indiana 46219
PHONE: 317-357'8781

NOTE: For your CATV disribution needs, see
the THETA-COM CATV ad in this issue. pg.9
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haae ten nxore Aears to ru,n.""From what we can tell today,
and we will know more and with
a greater degree of certainty
before this year is over, the
Commission is still trying to
figure out just what to do about
this entire 1977 mess."

It is possible, one of the
reasons being CATA's petition
to put off or dismiss 77 require-
ments, that they will do one of
several things, or even a com-
bination of different things.

Number one - They might
just put off 1977. Now we would
all cheer if that happened, but I
wouldn't hold my breath.

Number tuo Or. thev
might put it off for say ten
years, and this was one of the
suggestions which CATA's fil-
ing made.

Number three - Or, they
might allow any existing fran-
r:hise to run until its natural
expiration date, as long as there
is no unreasonable term such as
99 years. And then the operator
would have to come in for a CAC
and be in compliance.

Number four - Or, and this
seems on the front burner at the
moment although these con-
cepts have a way of changing
overnight, they might take the
76.31 franchise standard rules
and select those which the
Commission feels are most im-
portant to them. And they
would go to the cable operators
and say to you "Instead of
opening up your franchise and
re-negotiating some or all of it
towards full compliance, we
want you to 'warrant' certain
things."

For instance, they would ask
you to 'warrant' that you do in
fact have a local business office.
They would have you attest to
the fact that you do comply with
76.31 (a) (6), for example, but
not require that you re-open
your franchise to stick that
requirement into the actual
franchise instrument. At least
not at this time. Not until the
franchise ran out and vou re-
newed it anyhow.

Now you would still file a
CAC application, but rather
than filing with that application
a franchise that conforms as the
rules now state, you would file
your existing franchise, and
then where your franchise was

at variance with the rules, you
would warrant that while the
franchise was in variance, your
actual operation was not. This
would be done under penalty of
law, and that is dangerous.
When you sign your signature
on something that goes to the
federal government, and you
attest to certain facts being true
to the best of your knowledge
. . . and than it is found that
what you have sworn to is not in
fact true, then the Commission
has you. They have you for
falsely swearing and this is
punishable by monetary fines of
up to $10,000. andlor a jail term.
So there are good and bad sides
to the 'warrant' approach. The
bad side is obvious. The good
side is of course that you might
or would avoid the renegotiation
portion of the CAC process.
There is also the possibility that
in addition to getting you to
warrant the various facts that
attach to your franchise that the
commission might also require
your lncal franchising authorttg
to also warrant the facts.

This'warrant approach' deals
with most of the 76.31 problems,
except for the term problem.
One of the now being talked
about, but by no means set
concepts is that you will have a
maximum of 15 years from
March 3I, 1977 on your CAC
grant. Should your franchise
expire in the interim, it would
be up for renewal at the CAC
office when the franchise ac-
tually expires. But if the present
expiration date is begond March
31, 1992 (15 years), then that
would be the maximum period
authorized for the CAC to be
valid for.

There is no place like the
Bureau for a wide range of
views. Not eueryone likes ang of.
these proposals. Many think you
should be held to March 31.
1977, as the rules now state, and
if you Iose your franchise as a
result, good riddance to you.
These people say the theory
behind the March 31, 1972 rules
was to provide (by federal

. mandate) an assurance that the
local cable public had an oppor-
tunity, at reasonable time in-
tervals, to be a part of the "due

process" of your receiving a
franchise. These people feel you
would reeeive the new 15 year
term if Aou uere doing a good

job onguay. They object to your
getting fifteen years plus ushat
you haue alreody ran up; be-
cause this weakens the original
concept.

There is no decision here
yet . . . the FCC has simply not
made up its mind.

Signal us. Franchise Complinnce

Floor question: "I haue aI-
ready filed mg CAC appkcation
ond my franchise for mE grand-
fathered sgstem. I did, this to
add sonl,e odditinnal signals
uhich became auuilnble after
March 31, 1972. But uthen the
CAC was 'issued, it had ux
expiration date of March 31,
1977. I got the o.d,ditional signals
I requested, but the Commission
lDt.E so urapped up in mE signal
catringe request that theg did,
not euen dealwith mg fronchise.
Now I haue to go back again for
mg franchise complinnce. Wha
did. theg ignore the franchise
portion?

"Is the franchise in compli-
ance?"

"No. . . it has afew problcms.""You in all l ikelihood filed
your application under the sig-
nal carriage provisions of the
rules and when you do that,
technically, what you are asking
for is not a full CAC based upon
full compl:innce, but rather for
signal carriage certification
onlg. As a grandfathered sys-
tem, all the Bureau did was to
look at the franchise and as long
as it was not 'wildly' out of
compliance, they went ahead
and granted you the signals that
were allowed. They did this
with lhe 'understanding' that
you u-tould, come back before
March 31, 1977 and re-apply to
bring the balance of your opera-
tion into compliance with the
rules."
Nert Month

The Novemer CATJ will con-
tinue this series with a look at
the following problems, among
others:

1) Advertised public meetings
2) State limits on franchise

terms
3) State control in the federal

void
4) The state PUC and telco

problem
5) Educating the city attorney
6) The "six" rules
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The 40 dB Overpass

In March of 1964 while I  was cavort-
ing around central California with my
partner John Markovich of Fresno,
looking for CATV franchises to pick
up,  we o f ten  hau led  a long a  then-
popular GE black and white portable
receiver with i ts ever-in-attendance
battery pack and cigarette l ighter DC
connector. In those days of franchise
hunting, battling and in-fighting, a per-
son trying to corner CATV franchises
often found himself at two of three city
counci l  meetings a week and as many
Kiwanis or Rotary or other civic group
meetings "talking up cable." So while
John and I would prowl Los Banos,
Merced, Atwater, Turlock and dozens
of other familiar central California
towns, the ever faithful GE portable
receiver would sit on the front seat of
his or my Impala humming away on i ts
built-in loop antenna (for UHF) or its
rod antenna for VHF.

It  was on one of those nameless
nights while heading out of Merced
after yet another City Council meeting
that I  turned on the GE seat-set and
switched to channel 30 from Fresno on
the continuous tuner. We were about 55
miles out but the high elevation and
power of then KFRE-TV was always
r e l i a b l e  a l o n g  h i g h w a y  9 9  a s  w e
started driving back north to our home
base in Modesto. Reaching over to
fiddle with the continuous tuner to
sharpen up the picture, I noticed an
a d j a c e n t  c h a n n e l  b e a t ;  w h i c h  w a s
channel 29 in Bakersf ield. some 150
miles south. I t  locked into sync and
had almost no snow on the picture but
before I could point it out to pilot John
the signal was gone. I  swept the con-
t inuous tuner back and forth looking
for the picture for a couple of miles
more and every 60 seconds or so there
it  was, often almost snowfree, and
then in a second or so i t  was gone.

A few nights later as we were head-
ing back into Merced I repeated the
channel 29 search and sure enough,
every mile or two it popped in for a
few seconds and then went out iust as

fast. On a hunch, I  asked John to slow
down when he approached the next
overpass (that went over highway 99).
John had learned to l ive with my idio-
s y n c r a s i e s  m a n y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  ( h e
once obl iged me by dis-mantl ing his
entire ham stat ion and packing i t  into
the back of my stat ion wagon for a tr ip
to a mountain peak in Yosemite Na-
t ional Park, never asking why?) and
so as we approached the next highway
bridge he slowed to a crawl.

"Pul l  over on the center median," I
d i r e c t e d .  S i g n s  p o s t e d  e v e r y w h e r e
said "Do Not Stop On Center Median"
of course. At a snai ls pace we crept
under the bridge and headed out the
opposite side.

"Back up," I  directed, with some
apparent excitement in my voice.

John obl iged, backing against the
traffic.

" S t o p ! "  I  s h o u t e d .  " N o w  m o v e
ahead. . . jus t  a  few fee t . "

We moved ahead.  "Ho ld  i t  r igh t
there," said I, crawling out of the
stopped car and into the fast traffic
lane with a dangling power cord trail-
ing after me back to the cigarette
Iighter. Moving the TV set around and
playing with the loop antenna on chan-
nel 29 ( which was still at least 150 miles
south of us) I probed the region under
the  underpass ,  mut te r ing  as  I  d id
"Look  a t  th is . . . "  o r  t tWow. . .  jus t  a
few inches and look at the difference."

John, never one to complain stayed
in the car probably wondering how
Iong it would take the state hospital to
real ize I had escaped. Presently we
were both brought back to reality by
the flashing red lights of a California
Highway Patrol car.

r 'You fe l lows go t  car  t roub le?"
asked the big guy.

Johnbeckoned to me to respond, and
I did by launching into a detailed ex-
planation of who we were, why we
were in Merced that night to pursue the
cable television franchise, and then I
motioned for the officer to ttcome and
see channel 29 in Bakersfield."44

He declined and recited section this
and statute that of the California penal
code, or something equally unimagin-
ative and ended by telling us to get our
$7o&* off of the center median.

We obliged. The middle of highway
99 would have made a lousy headend
site anyhow.

In the ensuing months I outfitted my
Impala with every imaginable form of
car-top antenna for VHF and UHF,
and I went into the underpass search-
ing business. I found that if the under-
pass "more or less" faced towards the
desired station (i.e. the road going
through the underpass more or less
pointed at the desired station), there
were situations where UHF signals
were enhanced by as much as 40 dB if
the "probe antenna" was situated in
the area of maximum excitat ion. In
some highly favorable situations, high
band signals came up by 30 dB and in
the best cases, depending on the design
of the underpass, the low band signals
wou ld  be  20-22 dB s t ronger  in  the
underpass-exc i ta t ion  area  as  they
would be anyplaee else in the region.

The effect was not limited to under-
passes. I  once found a farmer's barn
(cons t ruc ted  o f  meta l )  wh ich  pro-
duced 35 dB of enhancement for an
optimum-directed UHF signal ; but the
farmer was less than understanding
about my probing in his milk stalls.

Not  a l l  underpass  (o r  overpass
which depends upon where you are
when you name it)  bridges have the
same gain f igures; even when the di-
rection is optimum or near optimum.
There is, I learned, a definite relation-
ship between the bridge design and the
gain figure. A bridge with a center sup-
port to the ground in the center median
is actual ly two separate "antennas" I
learned.  An under /over  pass  w i th
metal super structure is always good
for several more dB than a straight
re -bar  cage re in fo rced concre te
u n d e r / o v e r  p a s s .  B u t . . . a  t o t a l l y
metal bridge is not as good as a com-
bination metal super structure and
concrete constructed unit.

Soon I developed a "Bridge Figure of
Merit" system, based upon gain of the
bridge and the sharpness of the "focal

point." For the most part,  the "focal

point" was not a point at al l ;  i t  was
more of an "enhanced region" often
several wavelengths wide and a couple
of wavelengths deep. The point of max-
imum signal level, as often as not ( and
this was affected by the bridge's de-
sign) was about half-way through the
underpass and in the center. In some
situations the enhanced level main-
tained within a couple of dB right back
to the back-end of the underpass ( i .e.
the end furthest back from the signal
source), fol lowed usually by a 10-15 dB
dip in level, and this would in turn be
fo l lowed by  wave length-separa ted
sub-peaks in level,  each progressively
weaker as you exited out the back of
the underpass and moved away from
the signal. Out in front of the under-
pass ( i .e. just ahead of the bridge be-
tween the signal source and the bridge



proper )  there  was typ ica l l y  no  en-
hancement present.

For a number of year I harbored the
youthful belief that "someday I would
go into the Underpass Antenna Con-
struct ion Business." This was about
the time in our industry when Hosken
Dew Line Parabolic antennas were
springing up all across the nation, and
the industry was "turned on to" big,
monstrous antennas. I even looked into
the price tag California was then pay-
ing for the typical highway four-Iane-
wide under/over pass on the theory
that one might simply bui ld a Japan-
ese copy overpass in the middle of a
su i tab ly  chosen ( i .e  qu ie t  loca t ion)
grape v ineyard .  Wou ld  you be l ieve
that California was spending up to a
quarter of a million dollars for a sim-
ple over/under pass ten years ago.
Boy, I 'd hate to have to bui ld one to-
day  !

But alas, t imes changed and while
my s ix  months  o f  b r idge-search ing
never really wore off, the enthusiasm
for the project slowly waned. I still ride
around the country side with my FM
radio tuned to distant FM stat ions. and
when I approach a likely bridge I still
slow down to check out the signal en-
h a n c e m e n t .  O n c e  w h i l e  h a u l i n g  a
group of Ham radio operator friends to
a Ham-fest some years ago I made
twenty dollars by betting the group I
could pick a spot and caII into the Pitts-
burg, Kansas two meter (144 MHz)

H a m  r e p e a t e r  ( w e  w e r e  a b o u t  1 2 5
miles out and the normal range is
about 50 miles). After the money was
put up I pulled up under the first 30 dB
underpass I saw and proceeded to col-
Iect my twenty dollars. After we pulled
out from under the underpass I was
accused of knowing in advance where
the high spot was for the Pittsburg re-
peater, and for another ten dollars I
was challenged to find another spot
within the next five miles. I did, at the
next underpass. My fel low hams never
did catch on.

On a few brave occasions I have ven-
tu red  in to  the  sub jec t  o f  b r idge-
enhancement with a few people whom
I felt  in advance would be at least un-
derstanding enough to hear me out.
Orre suggested I had a parabolic effect
(not so) while the second suggested the
bridge was real ly a horn antenna in
disguise. I  didn't  buy that one either.

On quiet nights in mid-winter when
the snow has been falling outside, I
have on a couple of occasions buried
myself in the basement workshop with
copies of Jasik and crew antenna engi-
neering handbooks; looking for some
logical explanation to the observed
effect. After all, 40 dB of gain at UHF is
not to be sneered at, nor is 30 dB at high
band or 20-22 dB at low band. I have yet
to find the explanation, and thus there
i s  n o  ( p a r d o n  t h e  p u n )  " c o n c r e t e

theory" to back up the observations.
As the President of Siliconix, Inc. once
said to me about an active-JFET am-
p l i f i e r  I  h a d  d e s i g n e d ,  " ( y o u )  c e r -
tainly have a great tleal of empirical
ev idence there . . .now i f  we can jus t
figure out what it is you have done and
how you are doing i t !"

AIas, as I approach forty years of
age the dreams of my youth ("Every
CATV system in the nation wil l  need at
least one underpass antenna") have
also matured. I  no longer expect one
day to ret ire to a concrete plant to
turn out CATV underpasses. Which is
of course why I relate this story now
. . .perhaps  someplace ou t  there  we
have a young man with visions, r iding
around in his Impala just looking for
something to set the CATV world on its
ear. To this young man I offer the fol-
Iowing advice:

"Purchase a battery/DC operated
portable receiver. Set it on the front
seat of your car. And start driving in
and around underpasses. Make notes
of all you observe and then design
y o u r s e l f  ( o u r )  u n d e r p a s s  a n t e n n a .
There is at least 40 dB of gain at UHF
out there waiting for some enterpris-
ing person with a few hundred tons of
concrete and some metal super struc-
ture to invest in the project,"

And now if you could just figure out a
way to hang an underpass several hun-
dred  fee t  above ground. . .boy ,  what
signals you woulil get!

TEXSG TN
TRAINING SEMINAR

ORLANDO,  FLORIDA NOV.  14 .17 ,  1976
{TUTTTON $125}

a The latest technical information for system
Operation, Testing and Maintenance.

! Instructors from TEXSCAN, THETA-COM,
and various guest speakers from the CATV
industry.

For detai ls contact:

RALEIGH STELLE,
Director of Technical Training
TEXSCAN CORP.
2446 N. Shadeland Ave.
lndianapolis, Indiana 46219
PHONE: 317-357-8781

STOP
OUMCE

Headend and distr ibution l ine outages cost you customer good wil l  and they
cost money. A CATV system with unreliable service will never reach ils true
potential saturation. Brown Electronics cures headend and distr ibution plant
outages due t0 l ightning and AC switching spikes with the lul l  Mini-Mizer
l ine-up of power protection syslems. Ful l  one-year guarantee, patented
circuitry works for you twenty-four hours per day to prevent AC supplies and
fuses from going on the fr i tz when l ightning str ikes or AC sources develoo
large transienls. i i lodels lor every appl icat ion, including 240 VAC primary
and microwave sites.

BNOWN ELECTRONICS
Artemus Road
Barbourville, Kentucky
4(r9$
1606|- ffi-5231
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TECHNICAL TOPICS
"Just sat down with the survey from the back

inside cover oi the CC0S-76 Program and lound
it t0 be tolal ly inadequate. There is absolutely no
way that I could provide my comments about
CC0S-76 in the small  space provided by that
lorm.

cc0s-76 was iust what the 0ATV industry,
and the small  system operalor in part icular,
needed. The state, regional, and national CATV
conventions are geared toward the management
aspect and almost total ly ignore the technical
areas. Training seminars sponsored by a l imited
lew of the industr ies suppliers are very good,
are also greally orienled toward their particular
product. They give relat ively l i t t le "hands on"
or "practical solut ion to problem" support,  con-
cenlral ing on theory and ideal principles which
are, once again, direcled to theirown product. l t
was refreshing t0 attend a lechnical seminar
where the instruclors kept their information at a
level that brought the abi l i t ies ol the least know-
ledgeable to the level ol lhose who had a lair
technical background and then proceeded on
with the information as far as possible and prac-
t ical.  In the sessions that I  was able to attend
Raleigh Stel le and Tony Bickel did an oulstand-
ing job with Spectrum Analyzer Basics and An-
tenna Designs/Test Range. These individuals
did not act ively push their products in their pres-
en ta t ions ,  ye t  they  probab ly  rece ived more
product inlerest than the industry suppliers that

I mentioned before. I  think the reason they re-
ceived this product interest was because they
showed their technical competance and know-
ledge through inlormation and assistance they
provided which bui l t  conl idence from the at-
tendees in both the individual and his oroduct.

I want lo be very specific in stating that I did
not waste my time at any meeling I attended as I
learned something, regardless of how small  or
its level of importance, at every session. The
meeting that gave me the least amounl of usable
application of information was Signal Propaga-
t ion, but i l  may have been more signl icant to
others and, as I said before, it was nol wasled
time as I learned something from the course.

The display area was simple, adequate, and
non-part isan, which I heart i ly approve of. Every
supplier had his fair opportunity to display his
latest wares and I lelt the interest and resoonse
lrom the cable operators was better than I have
seen in my regional area or state. The hours for
display were ideal as they were not competitive
with the rest 0f the program which al lowed the
displayers to have a reasonably t imed day where
they were nol t i red out and could present their
product with enthusiasm. I also l iked the abi l i ty
lo do some "hands on" procedures with some
of the display equipment, part icularly the test
e q u i p m e n t ,  w h e r e  t h e  d i s p l a y e r s  m a d e  m e
much more aware ol his product, how it  worked,
and what i t  could do for me.

The Lab Room concept was outstanding and
wil l  prove to be a big success. The only problem
was that it was in an area too small lor what was
being done. You need to expand the faci l i ty and
man it with at leasl 0ne or two more experts like
Hansel Mead, Steve Richey and Glyn Bostick.

H0pe I 've got your head up in the clouds after
al l  the complimentary comments because i t 's
t ime to sel l  you on lhe next idea - Let 's do i t
again! Keep the lees low as you did this year to
encourage lhe " l i t t le guy" to come. I  would l ike
t0 see more on dif ferent types of test equipment
theory/construcl ion/operation. There are a lol
of small  system owners and technicians who
could use this type of informalion to improve
their service and learn how to make and meet
the FCC Performance Requirements. Keep the
sessi0ns on Head End Practices, Low Cost Con-
strucl ion Techniques and Small  Earth Terminals
for at least one more year because a lot oJ at-
tendees missed lhese when they had to make
their choice. I  think i t  would help to repeat those
sessions that seem t0 generate lhe most inlerest
s0 that everyone would have an opportunity to
attend most of them, i .e. have the Antenna Test
Range on lwo consecutive days and Small Earth
Terminals on the same two days. Also, i f  you
can obtain enough instructors, you could break
a group into two units and have one teach lheory
of Spectrum Analyzers and the other run a prac-
t ical lab with analyzers. Each of these would be
1/2  day  long and a t tendees wou ld  swi tch
courses aI n00n.

The suggeslions I have made will probably
cause you lo have to extend the duration a day
0r two, bul at the registration and accommoda-
l ion prices I doubt i f  anyone would object to a
f ive day technical seminar. I  also recommend
that you do not try to expand to accommodate
more participanls. The fact that you kept the
sessions small and personal is the key to your
success with CCOS-76. l t  is also a good idea to
hold the seminars in a locale such as The Wes-
tern Hil ls Lodge because i t  keeps i t  small  and
personal, keeps the people together after lhe
daily sessions are over, is better for the dis-
players because they don't have to compete
with the shows, night clubs, etc.,  and i t  keeps
the costs down while providing an adequate and
peaceful atmosphere.

Enclosed is our membership appl ication for
CATA. I'm impressed with your staff members,
attorneys, and oJlicers.

Ralph Haimowitz
Manager

Indian River Cablevision, Inc.
Sebastian, Fl.  32S58

CC()S-76 AND VAN DEERLIN

"Enclosed is a copy of a letter received from
Representative Lionel Van Deerlin, a response to
one written by Robert M. White, ll, owner ol our
SEE TV Company.

Fr0m th is  le t ter  and your  comments at
CC0S-76, the cable industry may have a chance
at regulatory relief, at least the small system op-
erators.

Please accept our thanks for creating CCoS-
76. I hooe there will be more Seminars of lhis

g 1 p
I MILES

AML can be repeatered for up
to 3 - 4 hops as illustrated
in this Wisconsin system.

Erpand and saue
uilh Rft"uffieless".
AML microwave is a "wireless" wonder that
saves huge construction outlays. And fast.
Expect delivery in 30 days. AML can be re-
laying signals reliably, almost overnight to
distant receiving points and giving you im-
mediate new income. r Plus it feeds inter-
mediates for local distribution. 6 MHz per
channel, potential interference between in-
coming and outgoing signals at repeater
points is effectively eliminated. r 41 differ-
ent channels in CARS band. New! Doubled
receiver sensitivity and noise figure im-
provement by 3dB. Call  us tol l-free at
800-528-6048. Today.
More than 100 AML systems delivered.

TH€TZ-COM*

A subs id ia ry  o f  HUGHES AIRCRAFT COMPANY P.O.  Box  9728/  Phoen ix .  Ar izona 85068.
In Canada, AML equipment is distdbuted to the CATV industry by Welsh Communications Company.
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type. Small  systems need the leadership you
provide and an annual forum for the exchange of
ideas, and practices, such as CC0S-76. I  en-
joyed al l  ol  the meetings, speakers, and talking'shop' with other ooerators. The contr ibutions
of the exhibitors during the satel l i te program
were especial ly helplul in outl ining the possibi l i -
t ies of the 4.5 meter antenna.

In the franchise renewal discussions, CATA's
Associate Counsel Steve Effros gave numerous
practical guidel ines during his al l  day session.
Yet, I  fel t  we needed a 'second day' just to an-
swer more unanswered questions.

0ur thanks to al l  of the staff and the Western
Hil ls Lodge for providing an excel lent seminar
and faci l i t ies. "

Larry Wright
Manager

See TV Co.
Mex ico .  M0.65265

The Representative Van Deerlin letter t0 Mr.
White reads as lollows:

"Thanks you so much lor writing to me con-
cerning lhe uses ol cable television in Mexico.

As you know, the Subcommittee on Commun-
ications has iust completed several weeks of
cable televisi0n oversighl hearings, lhe purpose
ol which was to examine the basis for the Fed-
eral Communications Commission's cable rules.

Although I do not believe we will see compre-
hensive cable teleivison legislation in lhe current
Congress, I hive instructed the stall ol the Sub-
c0mmittee to p.epare legislativo alternatives lor
the consideralion of the Subcomminee in the
next Congress.

U l t imate ly ,  I  be l ieve  the  Amer ican peop lo
sh0u ld  be  ab le  to  choose lo r  lhemse lves  the
mosl desirable programming from the range ol
alternatives available.

Thank you lor your inlerest."
Lionel Van Deerlin, Chakman

Subcommittee on Communications
U.S. House ol Representatives

Boom 8-331
Rayburn House Ollice Building

Washington D.C. 20b18

LrKED CC05-76

'  '  I  wo u ld I  i  ke to take th is 0pport unity to than k
y0u, the CATA staff,  and al l  ol  the oart icioants
for the very warm welcome I received while at-
tending CC0S-76. The three days were ful l  of
act ivi ty and very interesting sessions were avai l-
able lrom morning lo late at night."There were l imes when I would have l iked
t0 attend two seminars thal were beinq held at
t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  C C 0 S - 7 6  a l s o  g a v e  m e  t h e
chance to see communications by satel l i te for
the f irst t ime, and I was very impressed with the
4.5 meter dish performance.

"As mentioned at my departure, next year I
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  s o m e  ' c a n a d i a n  t o u c h ' t o
CCoS-77. Again, 'merci '  to al l  connected with
cc0s-76. "

J.A. Andre Lamarre
Comm-Plex Electronics, Ltd.

Montreal 0uebec
H4P 1V4

ANALYZER'GOOD-SHOtI ' '

" A l t e r  d o i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  w o r k  n e c e s s a r y  t o
catch-up for the four day 'vacation' with al l  of
the great CATA members at CC0S-76, I  f inal ly
have t ime to drop a note of thanks.

Thanks for showing me the greatest show in
cable television. Thanks for introducing me to
the REAL cable men of this industry. Thanks lor
putt ing 0n a Seminar pure and simple; no fr i l ls
or glamour, just plain cable facts.

I was one of the forlunates who was able lo
construct my own elementary analyzer; and the
work I have done with the analyzer in my own
system has already just i f ied the expense ot the
entire tr ip. This is a great piece of test equip-
ment I

I  am eagerly await ing the announcement of
nexl year's Seminar, at a place of similar isola-
t ion ! "

S. P. Streeter
Storm Antenna Service

Siletz, oregon 97380

Steve-
There has to be an end to our taking up valu-

able CATJ Technical Topics space with laudatory

letters. This is that end. To al l  who have writ ten
afler CC0S-76, we say lhank you. Bul the real
success ol CATA's first 'national' gathering is
the success you people made of the opportunity
t0 participate and learn. You came, and you got
involved. We pledge not lo lose sight ol that
cri ler ia at CC0S-77!

SURVEY CARD C()MMENTS

"Attached is my Reader Survey Card, and I
must say, CATJ is just great. I  ol ten have the
opportunity lo recommend your publ icat ion in
our MATV seminars."Since I am technical ly orienled, I  l ind al l
your technical art icles 0f very high interest. So
far I  have noticed that the MATV technician has
fal len by the wayside. Interfacing MATV and
CATV can be  a  p rob lem;  and there  are  manv
schools, apartments and mult i-unit  dwell inqs
fed by CATV systems. Hopefulty you wii l  treat
lhis area in the fulure, for the benefi t  of both the
CATV and MATV personnel.

"The only problem I have with CATJ is that
my copy many t imes grows legs and walks away
before I have the opportunity t0 read i t !"

Helmut Hess
Systems Engineer

Distr ibutor Sales Division
Jerrold Electronics Corp.

Horsham, pa. 19044

Helmut-
You are r ight.. . the CATV/MATV interface

has never gotten much editorial space lrom us.
$ame thing is true with the newly emerging low-
cost video characler genetator area. And we are
working 0n both. As lor CATJ-with-legs. .  .we
heard a slory recently about an MATV type who
had come l0 Jerold for some seminar classes.
Someone (perhaps yoursel l) ,  in response lo the
MATV type's queslion "Where do I go lor tech-
n ica l  l i l e ra tu re?"  showed severa l  guarded
copies of CATJ but lorced the MATV type to
stand by lhe desk of the Jerrold fellow and read
same wilh the understanding that copy was nol
to leave lhe immediate area. .  .0eriod!

oc)

(o

o)

47



./ A: socI TE

cata i l lTVIBER-
STER

Andrew Corp., 10500 W. 153rd St., Orland Park, lL. 60462 (il2, M3, t[9 Satellite Terminals)
Anixtor-Pruzan, Inc., 1963 First Ave. S., Seattle, WA.98134 (Dl)
Avantek, Inc., 3175 Bowers Avenue, Santa Clara, CA. 95051 (Xl8)
Boldon C0rp., Eloctr0nlc Dlylslon, Box 1327, Richmond, lN. 47374 (M3)
BLoNDER-ToNGUE LABoRAToRIES, one Jake Brown Rd., old Bridge, N.J. 08857 (M1, M2, ilf, M5, il6, il7)
BRoADBAND ENGINEERING, lNC., 535 E. Indiantown Td., Jupiter, FL. 33458 (D9, r0placomonl p8d8)
CALIF0RNIA MICRoWAVE, lNC., 455 West Maude Ave., Sunnyvale, CA. 94086 (Mg Salolllto T0rmlnals)
CATEL, 1400-D Stierlin Road, Mt. View, CA. 94043 (i11, il9)
CCS HATFIELD/CATV DlV. 5707 W. Buckeye Rd., Phoenix, M. 85063 (M3)
C-CoR ELECTR0I{ICS, Inc.,60 Decibel Rd., State College, PA. 16801 (Ml, ftl4, }15, S1, S2, SB)
CoMMUNICATIoN EoUITY ASSoCIATES, 8200 Normandale Blvd., Suite 323, Bloomlngton, MN. 55435 (S3)
CoMM/SCoPE CoMPANY, P.0. Box 2406, Hickory, N.C. 28601 (M3)
ComSonics, Inc., P.0. Box 1106, Harrisonburg, VA. 22801 (i18, ilg, S8, Sg)
CoRAL, 1NC.,400 Ninth Street, Hoboken, N.J.07030 ( i11, i l4, t l5, M6, i17,03)
DAVC0, lNC., P.0. Box861, Balesvi l le, AR.72501 (01, S1, S2, S8)
DELTA BENCo CASCADE lNC.,40 Comet Ave., Bulfalo, NY. 14216 (M{, il7, Itl8, D3, S8)
EAGLE CoM-TRoNlCS, lNC., 8016 Chatham Dr., Manlius, N.Y. 13104 (ll9 Pay W D0llyory systoms & products)
FARINoN ELECTRIC, 1691 Bayport, San Carlos, CA. 94070 (i19, S9)
GILBERT ENGINEERING C0., P.0. Box 14149, Phoenix, AZ. 85063 (M7)
H0ME BoX 0FFlCE, lNC., 7839 Churchill Way-Suite 133, Box 63, Dallas, TX 75251 (S4)
ITT SPACE CoMMUNICATI0NS, lNC., 69 Spring St., Ramsey, N.J. 07446 (MS)
Jerry Gonn & Assoclatos, 550 Cleveland Ave., Chambersburg, PA. 17201 (03, 05, 06, D7)
JERR0ID Eloclr0nlcs Corp., 200 Witner Road, Horsham, PA. 19044 (M1, M2, 1114, M5, 1116, 1117, 03, 08, S1, S2, S3, S8)
LARSoN ELECTRoNICS, 311 S. Locust St., Denton, TX. 76201 (ilg Standby Powor)
LRC Electronics, Inc., 901 South Ave., Horseheads, N.Y. 14845 (M7)
Magnavox CATV Division, 133 West Seneca St., Manlius, N.Y. 13104 (M1)
tlllcrowavo Filter Co., 6743 Kinne St., Box 103, E. Syracuse, N.Y. 13057 (t[5, bandpass llnsrs)
MID STATE C0mmunlcallons, Inc. P.0. Box 203, Beech Grove, lN. 46107 (il8)
MSI TELEVISI0N, 4788 Sourh Srare Sr., Sall Lake City, UT 84107 (M9 0lgltal Vld00 Equlp.)
oAK INDUSTRIES lNC./CATV DlV., Crystal Lake, lL. 60014 (l-111, lll9 Convertors, 53)
Pro-Com Electronics, P.0. Box 427, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12601 (il5)
PRoDELIN, lNC., 1350 Duane Avenue, Santa Clara, CA. 95050 (M2, il3, M7, S2)
0-BlT Corporation, P.0. Box 2208, Melbourne, FL. 32901 (lild)
RICHEY DEVELoPMENT C0RP., 1436 S.W. 44th, oklahoma City, 0k. 73119 (Ml, i l4, M8, SB)
Rtlls CATV Dlvlslon, 50 Antin Place, Bronx, N.Y. 10462 (i15, il7)
Sadelco, Inc., 299 Park Avenue, Weehawken, N.J. 07087 (il8)
scientific Atlanta Inc.,3845 Pleasantdale Rd., Aflanta, GA.30340 (i11, ilz, ild, il8, sl, s2, s3, s8)
SITC0 Antennas, P.0. Box 20456, Portland, 0R. 97220 (D2,03, 04, 05, 06, 07, D9, tllz, M4, ils, il6, ilg)
Systems Wire and Cable, Inc., P.0. Box 21007, Phoenix, AZ. 85036 (il3)
TEXSCAT{ Corp., 2446 N. Shadoland Ave., Indianapolis, lN. 46219 (t18, bandpass flltors)
Thota-Com, P.0. &x 9728, Phoenix, AZ. 85068 (M1, tll4, il15, Ill7, Ill8, S1, S2, S3, S8, AML MICRoWAVE)
TIMES WIRE & CABLE C0., 358 Hall Avenue, Wallingford, CT. 06492 (1t13)
Titsch Publishing, Inc., P.0. Box 4305, Denver, C0. 80204 (SO)
Tocom, lnc., P.0. Box 47066, Dallas, TX. 75247 W1,I[4, t[5, Conysrt0]s)
ToMC0 C0MMUNICATIoNS, lNC., 1132 Independence Ave., Mt. View, CA. 94043 (i14, tl5, ilg)
T0nor Cablo Equlpmonl, lnc.,418 Caredean orive, Horsham, PA.19044 (02,03,04,05,06, D7)
Van Ladder, Inc., P.0. Box 709, Spencer, lowa 51301 (i19, sul0mslod ladd0r oqulpmont)
VITEK ELECTRoNICS, lNC., 200 Wood Ave., Middlesex, N.J.
I{,AVEIEK Indlana,66 N. First Ave., Beech Grove, |N.46107 (il8)
WEATHERSCAN, Loop 132 - Throckmorton Hwy., 0lney, TX. 76374 (D9, Sony Equlp. Dlst., 1[9 woalhor Channol Dlsplays)
Weslern Communication Service, Box 347, San Angelo, TX. 76901 (lll2, Towors)

1{0TE: Assoclatss llstsd in bold lace are Chart0r Mombors

o

D1-Full CATV equipment line
D2-CAW antennas
D3-CAW cable
D4-CAW amolifiers
D5-CAW oassives
D6-CAW hardware
D7-CATV connectors
D8-CAW test equipmenl

M1-Full CATV equipment line
M2-CATV antennas
M3-CAW cable
M4-CATV amplitiers
Ms-CAW passives
M6-CATV hardware
M7-CATV conneclors
M8-CAW test equipmenl

51-CATV contracting
S2-CAW construction
53-CATV linancing
S4-CAW sottware
Ss-CATV billino services
S6-CAW publishing
57-CATV droD inslallation
58-CAW engineering
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o VOM's & VTM's
o Electronics Service Instruments

o Electronics Learning Programs
. Programmable ColorTV . Hi-Fi Components

o Amateur Radio .  Radio Control Model ing Equipment
o Digital  Clocks & Weather Accessories r Marine, Auto & Aircraft  Accessories

Read about the nearly 400 electronic kits yor,
can  bu i l d  and  se rv i ce  you rse l f .  The  famous
Heath assembly manuals guide you every step
of  the way,  and our  qual i ty  design promises
you top per formance f rom every k i t  you bui ld .

lf you're not currently receiving Heathkit Catalogs

-,"":,";;;;;rrr-'l
Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022 

I
Please send me my FREE Heathkit Catalog. -
I  am not on your mai l ing l ist .  I

HEATH

n

$end br rour FREE GoDy roday!
Heath Co., Dept. 310-22,
Benton Harbor ,  Michigan 49022

I
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